
Alexandria 
CHORAL 
SOCIETY 

s a t u r d a y ,   m a y   6 ,   2 0 2 3     |     7 p m 
w e s t m i n s t e r   p r e s b y t e r i a n   c h u r c h   

s u n d a y ,   m a y   7 ,   2 0 2 3     |     4 p m 
p a t r i c k   h e n r y   r e c r e a t i o n   c e n t e r

o n   t h e   o t h e r   s i d e   o f


C H A N G E

































16     ABOUT THE ARTISTS 
Founded in 1970, Alexandria Choral Society aspires to 
enhance the cultural life of the city of Alexandria by presenting 
diverse and engaging musical programs at the highest artistic 
level. Alexandria Choral Society ensembles consistently offer 
meaningful and exciting musical experiences to both singers 
and audiences through diverse repertoire, education, 
community outreach, and performance excellence. 

Brian Fontaine-Isaac is honored to serve as 
the Artistic Director of the Alexandria Choral 
Society (Alexandria, Va.). He is also the Artistic 
Director of Encore Creativity for Older Adults 
(Annapolis, Md.), the nation’s largest nonprofit 
choral arts organization for older adults, and 
the Founder/Artistic Director of Church Circle 
Singers (Annapolis, Md.). 

Mr. Fontaine-Isaac was most recently the Managing Director for 
Arts Laureate, a recording team which delivered over 1,500 
virtual performances across the country during the Covid-19 
pandemic. Previous appointments include: Artistic Director of 
the Williamsburg Choral Guild (Williamsburg, Va.), music faculty 
at Encore University, Interim Director of Choral Music at 
Thomas Nelson Community College (Hampton, Va.), adjunct 
music faculty at Tidewater Community College (Portsmouth, 
Va.) and Old Dominion University (Norfolk, Va.), Assistant 
Conductor with the Washington Master Chorale (Washington, 
D.C.), and Director of Choirs at Damascus High School 
(Damascus, Md.). 

Mr. Fontaine-Isaac’s ensembles have commissioned and 
premiered new works by composers such as Tawnie Olson, Lori 
Laitman, Christopher Hoh, Jonathan Kolm, and Ola Gjeilo. 
Reviews include: “perfectly brilliant” (composer Dr. William 
Averitt, Shenandoah Conservatory) and having “fine balance” 
and “delivering sounds that ranged from sensitively soft to 
knock your socks off soaring” (The Virginia Gazette). 

Mr. Fontaine-Isaac holds a Master of Music in music education 
from the Peabody Conservatory of the Johns Hopkins 
University and a Bachelor of Music Education from Old 
Dominion University. A former Marine, Mr. Fontaine-Isaac also 
holds a Bachelor of Science in English from the United States 
Naval Academy.
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Thomas Pandolfi began his music career 
early on at The Juilliard School (BM & MM) 
where the young prodigy caught the 
influential ears of Vladimir Horowitz, who 
would become his mentor, and legendary 
composer Morton Gould. Since then he has 
been an audience favorite, selling out the 
world’s most prestigious stages, including 

Lincoln Center’s Alice Tully Hall, Strathmore, The Kennedy 
Center, Kiev Opera House, Bucharest’s Romanian Athenaeum, 
London’s Cadogan Hall, and many others. In addition to being 
hailed as one of the greatest interpreters of Polish masters such 
as Chopin and Paderewski, this versatile pianist has received 
accolades for everything from Bach to Gershwin, with Morton 
Gould saying, “It’s the finest performance of Gershwin I have 
heard since the composer himself.” His original and virtuosic 
transcriptions of works such as West Side Story and The 
Phantom of the Opera are one-of-a-kind, jaw-dropping, and 
dramatic encores that keep audiences of all ages returning to 
his performances again and again. Maestro Pandolfi is a 
Steinway Artist and when he is not on tour resides in Northern 
Virginia. 

Caroline Player is the choir director at 
Langley High School (McLean). During her 
first year at the school, she was awarded the 
2022–23 Teacher of the Year. Her students 
have been selected for the American Choral 
Directors Association National Honor Choir, 
Virginia All-State ensembles, Virginia Honor 
Choir, and her ensembles have received 

superior ratings at their District Assessments. Caroline recently 
graduated with her Masters degree in Choral Conducting from 
the Frost School of Music at the University of Miami. While at 
Frost, she was the recipient of the Graduate School Association 
AELS Leadership Award in 2021 and served as the Assistant 
Conductor for the Miami Children’s Chorus. Additionally, she 
was accepted as a Seraphic Fire Singing Scholar for the 2021–
22 season and has taught private voice students and choir 
through both the MusicReach and Frost Prep organizations on 
campus. Before moving to Miami, Caroline served as the 
Choral Director at Warhill High School (Williamsburg, Va.). In 
2017, she attended the ACDA Southern Division Conference 
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and received the Colleen Kirk Award, which is given to 
educators in their first through third years of teaching for their 
contribution to music education. Caroline graduated magna 
cum laude with honors from James Madison University with an 
undergraduate degree in Music Education. She has actively 
sung as a core alto with the Virginia Symphony Orchestra 
Chorus, the Virginia Chorale, and Voce Chamber Singers.









22     SUPPORT

Michael Bradshaw 
Janice Brummond 
Paulo Chavez 
Joanne Clark 
Jessica Costa 
Katherine Deglans 
Kyle Farmbry 
Ingrid Gonzalez 
Amy Jackson 
Lisa Wood Kirvin 
Julie Landgraf

Camille Lively 
Bartholomew Lyons 
Kathryn McCoy 
Matthew McLaughlin 
Mo Mimnaugh 
Nick Peterson 
Amy Rutherford 
Carole Sebenick 
Lauren Singh 
Kelly Sorenson 
Sean Vincent

SOCIETY SUSTAINERS 
CONDUCTOR’S CIRCLE 

Support ACS with a donation of $100/month ($1,200/year). 

SOLOIST’S CIRCLE 
Support ACS with a donation of $50/month ($600/year). 

Cienna Breen          Zachary Byers          Peggy Heiser 
Josh Heit          Anne Simpson          Mimi Stevens 

CHORAL CIRCLE 
Support ACS with a donation of $16.66/month ($200/year). 

Bridget Baker-White          Alison Fitzgerald 
Rebecca Grisso          Marion Lange
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SUPPORT ACS WITH A DONATION TODAY! 
ALEXANDRIACHORALSOCIETY.ORG/SUPPORT 

The Alexandria Choral Society thanks you for your 
generous support! 

This listing recognizes donations made through April 27, 2023. 

If your name was inadvertently omitted or incorrectly listed, 
please advise us at AlexandriaChoralSociety@gmail.com.

The Alexandria Choral Society wishes to express its appreciation 
to the following persons and organizations:

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church          Mimi Stevens 
Alexandria Celebrates Women          Alexandria Council PTA 

Patrick Henry K-8 School PTA 
Westminster Presbyterian Church 

Our season is supported in part by the City of Alexandria, 
PARKnerships, the Virginia Commission for the Arts, 

the National Endowment for the Arts, and 
The Ross Roberts Fund for the Arts at 

the Community Foundation for Northern Virginia.



November 20, 2022 at Saint Francis Episcopal Church 
 Opera Afternoon with Frank Conlon and Partners for the Arts

February 12, 2023 at Capital One Hall 
 Amadeus Concerts at The Vault at Capital One Hall

March 12, 2023 at Saint Francis Episcopal Church 
 Peabody Premieres

April 16, 2023 at Saint Francis Episcopal Church 
 Amadeus guest artist to be announced

May 14, 2023 at Saint Luke Catholic Church 
 Amadeus Orchestra with Northern Virginia Music Teachers Association Prizewinners

 ¡ Celebrating 41 years of professional classical music in McLean/Great Falls
 ¡ Accessible venues, warm hospitality
 ¡ Complimentary pre-concert talks and meet-the-artists receptions
 ¡ Students 17 & under and Active Duty Military FREE

A. Scott Wood, conductor
703.759.5334  •  www.amadeusconcerts.com 

Mention this ad and receive one free ticket

To buy season subscriptions or individual tickets  
visit www.amadeusconcerts.com

Our 2022–2023 Season




