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1     ABOUT ACS


BOARD OF DIRECTORS


Facebook: facebook.com/AlexandriaChoralSociety


X: @AlexChoral          Instagram: @AlexChoral


Join our Friends of ACS mailing list and never miss a beat!

AlexandriaChoralSociety.org/contact 

Alexandria

CHORAL

SOCIETY

PO Box 406

Alexandria, VA 22313

703.951.7849

AlexandriaChoralSociety.org 

Michael Bianco President


Richard Simpson President Elect


Alison Fitzgerald Treasurer


Zachary Byers Secretary


Cienna Breen Immediate Past President &

Director of Communications


Brian Schiff Director of Information Technology


Erin Sutherland Website

Bridget Baker-White     Patricia Burson

Jenna Dawkins     Rasneek Gujral


Peggy Heiser     Jeff Nickeson

Members-At-Large

Dot Dannenberg     Joshua Heit

Advisory Members

Joshua Heit     Kristina Meacham

David Pritzker     Mimi Stevens


Honorary Members

Megan Yingst

Executive Director

http://AlexandriaChoralSociety.org
http://facebook.com/AlexandriaChoralSociety
http://AlexandriaChoralSociety.org/contact


2     THANKS


SUPPORT ACS WITH A DONATION TODAY!


CLICK HERE TO DONATE 


The Alexandria Choral Society thanks you for your 
generous support!

The Alexandria Choral Society wishes to express its appreciation

to the following persons and organizations:

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

Ben Hutchens & Westminster Presbyterian Church


Our season is supported in part by

the Virginia Commission for the Arts,


the National Endowment for the Arts, and

The Ross Roberts Fund for the Arts at


the Community Foundation for Northern Virginia.

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?hosted_button_id=KVBN78JV574Z2


3     PROGRAM


J U S T   A S

I   A M


ALEXANDRIA CHORAL SOCIETY

KATHRYN HARSHA


ARTISTIC DIRECTOR


JUSTIN STRELETZ

COLLABORATIVE PIANIST


FEATURING OUR 2024 SING-OFF GRANT RECIPIENT

THE ALEXANDRIA CITY HIGH SCHOOL ADVANCED CHOIR


THEODORE THORPE III   DIRECTOR

JENNIFER QUINONES   ACCOMPANIST


FRÜHLINGSJUBEL               JOACHIM RAFF (1822–82)

ed. Jeremy Wiggins


in memory of Phyllis Gonigam

DRAW THE CIRCLE WIDE

 MARK MILLER (b. 1967)


Kelly Wildermuth, soprano

EVEN WHEN HE IS SILENT

KIM ANDRÉ ARNESEN (b. 1980)

THEY MAY TELL YOU

ANDREA RAMSEY (b. 1977)

LET THE LIFE I’VE LIVED SPEAK FOR ME

GWYNETH WALKER (b. 1947)

ALL OF US           CRAIG HELLA JOHNSON (b. 1962)

from Considering Matthew Shepherd


Kennedy Levinson & Kelly Wildermuth, sopranos 
Kristi Meacham, alto
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I N T E R M I S S I O N


WALK TOGETHER, CHILDREN

TRADITIONAL SPIRITUAL


arr. Stacey V. Gibbs (b. 1962)

The Alexandria City High School Advanced Choir

LIGHT BEYOND SHADOW

DAN FORREST (b. 1978)


The Alexandria City High School Advanced Choir

ROCKIN’ JERUSALEM

TRADITIONAL SPIRITUAL


arr. Rollo Dilworth (b. 1970)

The Alexandria City High School Advanced Choir

WHERE THE LIGHT BEGINS

SUSAN LABARR (b. 1981)

SHE WALKS IN BEAUTY                                          WALKER

HARK, I HEAR THE HARPS ETERNAL

                                                       TRADITIONAL


arr. Alice Parker (1925–2023)

Anne Fenley, alto

YOU’LL NEVER WALK ALONE /

CLIMB EV’RY MOUNTAIN


RICHARD RODGERS (1902–79)

from Carousel / The Sound of Music                  arr. Mark Hayes (b. 1953)


with the Alexandria City High School Advanced Choir

Be sure to stay connected with us via social media and 
our website for our upcoming announcement about
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Please complete our audience survey for a chance to 
win a 2024–2025 season ticket!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe4U9QIT9swry_E7hh5hJ_kbV8qAkiSgktw3JjY6ejjYgR1Kw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe4U9QIT9swry_E7hh5hJ_kbV8qAkiSgktw3JjY6ejjYgR1Kw/viewform
















12     SINGERS


Thank you to all parents, family, and friends 
for coming. We appreciate your support! If 
you would like to continue supporting the 
effort in building the Alexandria City Choral 
Program, you can make contributions/
donations to ACHS Choral Boosters. Your 
donations are tax-deductible as the 
Alexandria City High School Choral Boosters 
are a 501c3 organization. You can also 
sponsor electronically or via PayPay 
ACHSChoralBoosters@gmail.com.

THE ALEXANDRIA CITY HIGH 
SCHOOL ADVANCED CHOIR

Silas Adkins-Hooke

Julian Ambrose

Madeline Arnold

Tessmer Belmont

Jayden Benitez

Angelique Bocovo

Dairyienne Briggs

Christina Caldwell

Lola Jeanne Carpio

Ann Carr

Mariel Car

Ruth Christino

Tess Clarke

Ailinn Colarulli

ReKiyah Fuller

Julia Deihl

Maya Gleaton

Elizabeth Gwin

Charlie Halm

Eliana Hartman

Lilac Haynesworth

Fiona Hendrickson

Maurice Hodge

Isabel Hurd

Lilia Hurtado

Jack Jahns

Lucinda Jones

Sylvia Lawler

Caroline Legere

Valery Lopez Olivares

Gryphon Magnus

Angelina Martinez

Ella McLaughlin

Maria McLemore

Anna McMahon

Sarah McMahon

Nia Miller

Hannah Moline

Malcolm Myrick

Maeve O’Brien

Patrick Ostermann-Healey

Sydney Payne

Elisa Quesada Sayler

Torenzo Ricks

Isabella Sarai

Luis Saravia-Ulloa

Lillian Scharnweber

Seychelle Shamir

Gaia Sidahmed

Ariana Singleton

Rhea-Lee Thompson

Miranda Tonsetic

Lucas Trueblood

Kit Vontz

Malia Walker

LaNya Williams

Raven Williams

https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/donation-form/95e8c910-7b43-49d6-9e9c-51a31a6bed37
mailto:ACHSChoralBoosters@gmail.com


13     ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Founded in 1970, Alexandria Choral Society aspires to 
enhance the cultural life of the city of Alexandria by presenting 
diverse and engaging musical programs at the highest artistic 
level. Alexandria Choral Society ensembles consistently offer 
meaningful and exciting musical experiences to both singers 
and audiences through diverse repertoire, education, 
community outreach, and performance excellence.


Artistic Director Kathryn Harsha holds a 
Master of Music in Conducting from the 
Cleveland Institute of Music and a Bachelor of 
Arts in Piano Performance from Bluffton 
University. While studying at the Sorbonne in 
Paris, she served as Assistant Conductor of 
the Chorale des Étudiants Etrangères and 
studied conducting at the Messiaen 

Conservatoire in Saint-Maurice, France.


Ms. Harsha served as Music Director of the Lakeland Civic 
Orchestra for eight seasons and Opera per Tutti, now the 
Cleveland Opera Theater. Kathryn has been the Music Director 
of the Sing Out! for Cleveland Rape Crisis Center Benefit since 
2002, where the Visionary Voice award was named in her honor 
in 2018. These concerts have raised millions of dollars for the 
center, transforming its work and scope.


For the last four seasons, Kathryn served the Peabody 
Children’s Chorus in various capacities, beginning as Assistant 
Director and Accompanist, and later adding on the role of 
Chorus Manager. Prior to her work at Peabody, she was on the 
faculty at the Opus Community Music School, and served as 
Executive Director for five years, overseeing a significant 
transformation of the organization and expansion of musical 
opportunities for all ages.


She has conducted choruses and orchestras across the U.S. and 
abroad, with notable performanes in France, Italy, Austria, and 
Germany, recently conducting in Severance Hall and at the 
Kennedy Center. She currently conducts ensembles for Encore 
Creativity in Silver Spring, Rockville, and Annapolis.


Kathryn is honored to serve as the Artistic Director of the 
Alexandria Choral Society for its 54th season.
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Justin Streletz is a local collaborative 
pianist, music director, and elementary music 
teacher. He studied piano at West Chester 
University with Dr. Patricia Powell. Upcoming 
projects include conducting Tuck Everlasting 
and music directing You’re a Good Man, 
Charlie Brown.


Being the only public high school in Alexandria City, one of the 
largest in Virginia, and one of the most diverse in the country, 
the Alexandria City High School Choir provides a medium for 
performing choral music both locally and nationally. Comprised 
of about 100 students representing a variety of cultures, and 
ethnicities within a school population speaking over 100 
different languages; when we sing together, we embrace and 
embody both unity and diversity. It is in our choir room where 
you'll encounter a safe space where students find common 
purpose, passion, empathy, and connectivity through the 
transformative power of music.


ACHS’s choral program is comprised of 100 students that are a 
part of five distinct choir groups: Concert, Mixed, Advanced 
(H), Colore Dolce (womens), and Competition Choir. All 
students learn to create an individual vocal sound and 
contribute to an ensemble choral sound. The choir repertoire 
covers many styles from classical to pop from different periods 
and ranges in difficulty from III-VI based on the Virginia Choral 
Directors Association rating system. Over the last fourteen 
years under the leadership of Mr. Theodore Thorpe III, the 
choral program has consistently received superior ratings, and 
ratings of Gold at every local and national music festival in 
which they’ve performed. The choir has performed for the 
President of the United States and First Family in “Christmas in 
Washington” and “Kennedy Center Honors” nationally 
televised productions. The choir has performed for the 
Alexandria branch of the NAACP, opened for the cast of the 
television show “Glee”, and in 2016 performed for the opening 
ceremony of the African American Museum of History and 
Culture. In 2017, the choir was also selected to perform for the 
Virginia Music Educator Association Conference in Hot Springs, 
VA. The Alexandria City High School Choir was also one of 
twelve choirs selected nationally to perform at the 2019 “Music 
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For All” National Choral Festival. Recently, the choir received 
superior ratings, gold, and grand champion awards for the 
highest scoring ensemble at the 2022, 2023, and 2024 Busch 
Gardens, Dorney Park, and Orlando-Fest music festivals in 
Williamsburg, Virginia, Allentown, Pennsylvania, and Orlando, 
Florida respectively.


We believe as current and future civic leaders, it is our 
responsibility to proactively and musically speak to both the 
strengths and challenges our society faces on a daily basis. To 
"as young artists, reflect the times in which we are living." - 
Nina Simone. To go beyond musical acumen and prowess, and 
speak directly to our common humanity. To juxtapose exactness 
of artistry with wholeness of character. To speak not only to the 
ear, but also the heart and mind of the listener as we share our 
greatness human currency, love. For we are Alexandria City 
High School Choir. One musical family, where excellence 
exceeds expectations, without excuses.


Mr. Theodore Thorpe III, considered by 
many as a gifted multifaceted musician, is 
one of the leading voices and contributors 
to the music field in the Washington 
Metropolitan area and throughout the 
country. His life-long experience in musician 
education brings richness to his leadership, 
as he draws on celebrated talent as a 

conductor, clinician, professor, musical director, vocalist, pianist, 
organist, composer, arranger, and choral master.


A native of Brooklyn, N.Y., Theodore Thorpe III began his 
musical training studying piano at the age of four.  In May 2006, 
he received his Bachelor of Arts degree in music: Vocal 
Performance and Pedagogy from Oakwood University in 
Huntsville, AL, serving as president, student accompanist, 
soloist, and student conductor of the renowned Aeolians. In 
May 2009, he received his Master of Arts degree in music with 
emphasis in choral and orchestral conducting from Morgan 
State University.   Mr. Thorpe’s musical talents have been 
recognized for exemplifying musical excellence throughout the 
years. He has performed as an artistic director, conductor, and 
soloist at major historical performing arts centers including 
Carnegie Hall, the Joseph Meyerhoff Symphony Hall, the 





17     ABOUT THE ARTISTS

excuses.  He continues to look to make a difference in 
education, in the lives young people, while blazing a trail for 
upcoming musicians. 
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EXECUTIVE CIRCLE

($1,000+)

Alexandria Commission for the Arts

Vida Antolin-Jenkins

Cienna Breen

Zachary Byers

Community Foundation for


Northern Virginia

CSL Consulting, LLC

Peggy Heiser

Josh Heit

Kyle Simmons

Richard & Anne Simpson

David Smith 
Andrea Steinacker

Mimi Stevens

Virginia Commission for the Arts


MAJOR BENEFACTOR

($500–$999)

Bridget & Andy Baker-White

Michael Bianco

Keith Byers

Rocky Ebener

Alison Fitzgerald

Clifford & Shirley Gay

Rebecca Grisso

Jen Walker Team

D. Terence Langendoen

Joseph Longacher

Kathryn Malone

Potomac Kempo

Rand Corporation

Brian Schiff & Katherine Duffy

Troy & Stacy Tanner

LKN Wickens


BENEFACTOR

($200–$499)

AmazonSmile

Cynthia Breen

Patricia Burson

Lisa Carlson

Amanda Cernik

Heather Cruz

Dorothy Dannenberg

Jenna Dawkins

Monique Doussard & Alek Jovovic

Marfe Ferguson Delano

Jacquelynne Fontaine-Isaac

Rasneek Gujral

Doreen Hamilton

Debra Hoppe

Marion Lange

James Martin

Kristi Meacham

ParkFairfax

David & Charlene Pritzker

Gary Roznovsky

Dean Rust

Melanie Vella

Karol Allison Wickens


PATRON

($100–$199)

Alexandria Children’s Theatre

Siwa Bachmeyer

Anne Buckborough

Cascades Studios

Adam Comfort

Kaitlin Costello

Laura Dannenberg

Christine Davidson

Disney Corporation

Diane Erbland

Facebook

Anne Fenley

The Gubser Family

Siegfried Hache

Rebecca Harper

Michael & Alexandra Harrington

Catherine Harsono

Linda Heiser

Jill Heit

Gretchen Hendricks

Judith Holdsworth

Ian Kessler-Gowell Glass

Allison Jones

Ashley Jordan

Tamara Jovovic

Jane Moore Kaye

Kevin Pace

Mary Lehrer

Carmen Lodato

Luray Caverns

Laurie MacNamara

Karen Mardini & Andrew Theobald

Sonya May

Margaret McLaughlin

Charles Meizoso

Karen Minatelli

Alan Morris

Orange Theory Fitness


Bradlee Center

Pampered Pet Boutique & Bakery

Frank Purcell

Queen Nails & Spa
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Steve W. Rex

Jeffrey Schott

Joan & Irwin Singer

Ian Smith

Gary Yingst

Megan Yingst


DONOR

($50–$99)

10 Thousand Villages

Alexandria Colonial Tours

Zeina Azzam

Lucy Bachmeyer

William & Bernadette Baker

Cindy & Dennis Breen

Diana Burson

Cafe Pizzaiolo

Susan Davis

Tom & June Dawkins

Sheila Flynn

Brian Fontaine-Isaac

Susan Amber Gordon

Great Harvest Bakery

Douglas Greenhaus

Celia Grove

Caroline Hale

Kathy & Rick Hale

Gavin Hilgemeier

Heather Hurley

Andreas Huthoefer

Sheryl Jahns 
Marietta Jemison with MKJ Homes

Tom Kirvin

Sarah Knecht

Susan Landgraf

Melissa Larmoyeux

Janie Lee

Wayne Lehrer

Norman Lodato

Allison Marsh

Maria McCall-Dorsey

Matthew McLaughlin

Joan Molinaro

Rebecca Morrison

Ellienne Noonan

JJ Norman

Carol Proudfit

Erin Riley

Vell & Carmen Rives

Rocket Fizz Soda Pop &


Candy Shop

James Schlichting

Brent Schultheis

Kerriann Shabanowitz

Kay Sidahmed

Beverly Snead

Clarice Snyder

Jedd Sorenson

Erin Sutherland

Erin Taylor

James Trigg

Rose Vella

Christopher Wickens

Jacob Yeston


FRIEND

($25–$49)

Peter Anderson

Karen Baetz

Alicia Bissonnette

Stephanie Cabell

David Cann

Daniel Ceisler

Sarah Christianson

Annelle Cipparone

Susan Cline

Margo Cunniffe

Marci Dillon

Beth Fighera

Phyllis Gonigam

Victoria Gordon

Alisha Green

Laura Harlambakis

Nathan Headrick

Chad Hilla

Amy Jackson

Kwai Lin Kennedy

Little Theater of Alexandria

Danielle Marquis

Joan McCoy

Patricia Meacham

Richard Meyer

James Noonan

Maeve O’Brien

Sharon Pearce

Heather Petrenko

Bridget Robin Pool

Cassandra Powers

Mandi Pratt-Chapman

Patrician Raynor

Melissa Sagun

Karen Schott

Colette Scott

Marc Smith

Germaine Sobral
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Cheryl Strickley

Suzy & Preston Taylor

Trader Joe’s

Khatiza Van Savage

Brian Vella

Melissa Veneracion

Sylvia Whitlock

Robert A. Hall & Ella Wilcox

Courtney Williams

Stephanie Wright

Sarah Zapolsky


SUPPORTER

(up to $24)

Paulo Chavez

Jane Constantine

Jessica Costa

Wilden Dannenberg

Katherine Deglans

Thomas Goode

Laura MacDonald 
Erika May

Kathryn McCoy

Sarah Morton

Catherine P.

Nick Peterson

Amy Rutherford

Elizabeth Shatto

Sherwyn Smeltzer

Natalie Treat

Chris Wright

ACS would like to recognize our Spring2ACTion donors, highlighted in blue. 
Because of your generosity, we far exceeded our goal of $8,000 —


raising over $11,000! Thank you!

SOCIETY SUSTAINERS

CONDUCTOR’S CIRCLE


Support ACS with a donation of $100/month ($1,200/year).

Cienna Breen


SOLOIST’S CIRCLE

Support ACS with a donation of $50/month ($600/year).


Zachary Byers          Peggy Heiser

Josh Heit          Anne Simpson          Mimi Stevens


CHORAL CIRCLE

Support ACS with a donation of $16.66/month ($200/year).


Bridget Baker-White          Alison Fitzgerald          Rebecca Grisso


This listing recognizes donations made through April 30, 2024. If 
your name was inadvertently omitted or incorrectly listed, please 

advise us at AlexandriaChoralSociety@gmail.com.

mailto:AlexandriaChoralSociety@gmail.com


proudly supports the

Alexandria Choral Society

the largest national woman-owned and founded

commercial general contractor

Martial Arts, Fitness, and 
Self Defense for Everyone! 

Self Defense | Fitness 

Discipline | Focus 

Flexibility | Balance 

Stress Relief | Confidence 

Try a Class Today!

Kingstowne - (703) 206-8064 
Old Towne - (571) 336-7010 
Fairlington - (571) 336-7063 

National Landing - (571) 412-8585 
Huntington - (571) 336-7021 

Five locations in and around Alexandria! 
w w w . p o t o m a c k e m p o . c o m



The Jen Walker Team knows how important our community is. With over 35 years 
of calling this place home, Jen, Sue, Micki, Adrianna, and Nancy demonstrate 
their devotion to Alexandria and beyond through their involvement with over  

30 charitable community organizations and leadership roles. 
 

For them, it’s about giving back and advocating for their community.

 The Jen Walker Team proudly 
supports the Alexandria Choral Society. 

(L-R) Jennifer Walker, Micki MacNaughton, Nancy Lacey,  
Suzanne Kovalsky & Adrianna Vallario 

JenWalker.com | Licensed in VA 
703.675.1566

SPREAD KINDNESS  BUILD COMMUNITY
JEN WALKER TEAM

McEnearney Associates, Realtors | 109 S Pitt St, Alexandria, VA 22314 
McEnearney.com | 703.549.9292 | Equal Housing Opportunity





The Virginia Chamber Orchestra 
Announces the 2023-24 Season! 

 

MARCOLIVIA CLICKS WITH  BARTOK 
Award-winning violin and violin/viola classical music duo 

 
Saturday, October 21, 2023, at 8:00PM  

The Falls Church Episcopal,  
 

 REMEMBERING FAURE 
 Alexandria Choral Society  

Side by Side: VCO & American University Symphony  
 

Saturday, March 9, 2024, at 8:00PM  
Capital One Hall, Tysons, Virginia. 

 
BRIAN GANZ ENCHANTS WITH BEETHOVEN 

“one of the leading pianists of his generation” 
 

Sunday, April 12, 2017, at 4:00PM  
Capital One Hall in Tysons, Virginia. 

 


