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PROGRAM
TO THE ROAD

ALEXANDRIA CHORAL SOCIETY

KATHRYN HARSHA
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

JUSTIN STRELETZ
COLLABORATIVE PIANIST

Hark, | Hear the Harps Eternal
Lucy Bachmeyer, soloist

Cantique de Jean Racine

If Ye Love Me

Lift Thine Eyes (from Elijah)

Sea Fever

Shenandoah (American Folk Song)
Megan Yingst, soloist

Take Me to the Water

Freedom (from Washington Women)
Meet Me Here (from Considering
Matthew Shepard)

Kristi Meacham, soloist
Let the Life I've Lived Speak for Me

Hope Is the Thing with Feathers
The Road Home

Erika May, soloist
Let the River Run

The Parting Glass

Red is the Rose (that in yonder
garden grows)

Irish Blessing

Wild Mountain Thyme

Unclouded Day

arr. Alice Parker

Gabriel Faure
Thomas Tallis

Mendelssohn
Daniel Brinsmead

arr. James Erb

Rollo Dilworth

Judith Clurman & David Chase

Craig Hella Johnson

Gwyneth Walker

Christopher Tin
Stephen Paulus

Carly Simon, arr. Craig Hella
Johnson

arr. Sarah Quartel
trad.lrish

Bob Chilcott
Jacob Narverud

Shawn Kirchner



SINGERS

SOPRANO

Lucy Bachmeyer
Betsy Ballard

Halina Banas-Jones
Katie Batterberry
Cienna Breen

Amy Clemens
Sharon Collins

Liz Everson

Ankur Garg

Dr. Doreen Hamilton
Shannon Maloney
Erika May

Megan Murchie-Beyma
Jennifer Nightingale
Laurie Taylor

Nicole Thompson

TENOR
Adam Comfort

Caroline Hale
Jonathan Hung

Alan Morris

Kevin Seiger-Cottoms
Jacob Yeston

INT

ALTO

Lis| Brunner
Anne Buckborough
Patricia Burson
Emily Goodell
Rebecca Grisso
Peggy Heiser
Heather Hurley
Allison Jones
Marion Lange
Kerry McGowan
Kristina Meacham
Sue Purvis

Anne Simpson
Akosua Tuffuor
Allison Wickens
Megan Yingst

BASS

Michael Bianco
Harrison Clark
Rocky Ebener
Clifford Gay
Terry Langendoen
David Pritzker
Vell Rives

Richard Simpson
David Smith
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PROGRAM NOTES

The Alexandria Choral Society joyfully embarks on a musical journey
across the Celtic nations, celebrating our 55th anniversary season with
performances in Ireland and Scotland, including our sister city of
Dundee, Scotland.

Our program weaves together sacred and secular traditions, bridging
American and Celtic musical heritage.

The concert opens with timeless spiritual selections, from the ethereal
"Hark, | Hear the Harps Eternal" to Fauré's beloved "Cantique de Jean
Racine," and Mendelssohn's "Lift Thine Eyes" from Elijah. Contemporary
spiritual works like "Let the Life I've Lived Speak for Me" and "Hope is
the Thing with Feathers" reflect our modern American sacred music
traditions.

The program celebrates maritime connections between our nations
through Masefield's "Sea Fever" and the haunting American folk song
"Shenandoah," acknowledging the ocean voyages that connected these
cultures. Craig Hella Johnson's "Meet Me Here" from Considering
Matthew Shepard demonstrates our commitment to meaningful
contemporary repertoire addressing social justice issues.

American spirituals and freedom songs form the program's emotional
core, including "Freedom" from Washington Women, and "Take Me to
the Water," representing the African American musical tradition that
profoundly influenced American choral music. These selections honor
the struggle for civil rights while celebrating the transformative power of
community singing.

The Celtic portion embraces traditional Scottish and Irish melodies:
"Wild Mountain Thyme," "Red is the Rose," and "Parting Glass" offer
warm recognition of local musical heritage. Stephen Paulus's "The Road
Home" and Shawn Kirchner's "The Unclouded Day" provide
contemplative moments, while Carly Simon's "Let the River Run" and
"Sing, Sing, Sing" energize the program with contemporary American
optimism.

This diverse repertoire reflects ACS's mission to build bridges through
music, celebrating shared humanity while honoring distinct cultural
traditions across the Atlantic. In our challenging political times, when
division seems to dominate discourse, we believe music offers a
powerful antidote—a universal language that transcends borders and
reminds us of our common hopes and dreams. Through this Celtic
journey, we seek to strengthen the bonds between our communities,
demonstrating that cultural exchange and mutual understanding remain
essential pathways to unity and peace.

-Kathryn



TEXTS

CANTIQUE DE JEAN RACINE

Verbe égal au Trés-Haut,
notre unique espérance,

Jour éternel de la terre et des cieux;

De la paisible nuit nous rompons le silence,

Divin Sauveur, jette sur nous les yeux!

Répands sur nous le feu de ta gréce puissante
Que tout |I'enfer fuie au son de ta voix;
Dissipe le sommeil d'une dme languissante,

Qui la conduit a I'oubli de tes lois!

O Christ, sois favorable a ce peuple fidéle
Pour te bénir maintenant rassemblé.
Recois les chants qu'il offre

a ta gloire immortelle,

Et de tes dons qu'il retourne comblé!
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Word, (equal to) one with the Highest,

Our only Hope,

Eternal day of the earth and heavens,

We break the silence of the peaceful night;

Divine Savior, cast your eyes upon us!

Spread over us the fire of your powerful grace,
That all hell may flee at the sound of your voice;
Dispel the slumber of a languishing soul,

That drives us to forget your laws.

O Christ, show favor to this faithful people now assembled

In order to bless (thank) you now.
Accept the songs they offer
to your immortal glory;

And may they go forth filled (overjoyed) with your gifts.

New | Dominion

CH@RALE

Thomas Beveridge
Founder and Artistic Director

Thomas Beveridge:

XX
YIZKOR REQUIEM

Felix Mendelssohn:

PSALMS

featuring:

Benjamin Warschawski, Cantor

with
Esther Heideman, soprano
Linda MaGuire, mezzo-soprano
and Orchestra

November 2, 2025 | 4:00 p.m.

National Presbyterian Church
4101 Nebraska Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC

This concert is FREE,
our gift to the community.

www.newdominion.org | 202 244-7191



THANKS

The Alexandria Choral Society wishes to express its
appreciation to the following people & organizations:

Allison Wickens, whose generous donation helped
make our international tour possible!

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church for providing our
rehearsal space throughout the year and for hosting
tonight’s concert

Program funding is provided by our donors, and in part by
the Virginia Commission for the Arts, the National

Endowment for the Arts, and the City of Alexandria.
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ACS would like to thank our corporate sponsors
for making this season & concert possible

BRONZE SEASON SPONSOR
Alexandria Toyota

SEASON SUPPORTERS
George Washington’s Mount Vernon
John Marshall Bank



SOCIETY SUSTAINERS

For 55 years, ACS has been enriching the Alexandria community through the
power of singing. Please join us as a Society Sustainer monthly donor to
keep our voice strong for many years to come!

BECOME A SOCIETY SUSTAINER

CONDUCTOR'S CIRCLE
Supports ACS with a donation of $100 a
month / $1200 a year
Cienna Breen
David H. Smith

SOLOIST’S CIRCLE
Supports ACS with a donation of $50 a
month / $600 a year
Sarah Begeman
Zachary Byers
Peggy Heiser
Josh Heit
Sue Purvis
Mimi Stevens

CHORAL CIRCLE
Supports ACS with a donation of $16.66 a
month / $200 a year
Alison Fitzgerald
Marion Lange

SUPPORT ACS
WITH A DONATION TODAY

CLICK HERE TO DONATE

The Alexandria Choral Society thanks you
for your generous support!
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https://www.alexandriachoralsociety.org/50-for-50-campaign
https://www.alexandriachoralsociety.org/support

STAY IN TOUCH
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Richard Simpson, President
Erika May, President Elect
Michael Bianco, Immediate Past President
Alison Fitzgerald, Treasurer
Anne Simpson, Secretary

Kathryn Harsha, Artistic Director
Megan Yingst, Executive Director

Cienna Breen, Marketing and Communications
Anne Buckborough, Grants
Patricia Burson, Sing-Off Grant Program
Jenna Dawkins, Membership Engagement
Brian Schiff, Information Technology

Members at Large
Zach Byers

Shannon Maloney
Celia Grove

Karen Minatelli

Peggy Heiser Erin Sutherland
Honorary Members

Josh Heit David Pritzker

Kristi Meacham Mimi Stevens

Advisory Members
Dr. Doreen Hamilton
Josh Heit, Membership Engagement

,/:‘;i”_; Pj,;\\ Alexandria Choral Society
572N || PO Box 406, Alexandria, VA 22313
| T'SHoRAL! || 703.951.7849
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Click or scan
to find us online:

AUDIENCE SURVEY

We kindly ask that you complete our brief audience survey for a

chance to win a 2025-2026 season ticket!

CLICK HERE



https://forms.gle/cAQh3FreUYhYNr7n6
https://www.alexandriachoralsociety.org/

ABOUT ACS

For over half a century, the Alexandria Choral Society has
presented a broad spectrum of choral works, delighting audiences
and fostering an inclusive environment of belonging and
collaboration in the City of Alexandria and beyond. Since its
founding in 1970, ACS has captivated audiences year in and year
out. Most recently, ACS commissioned and presented the world
premiere of “You Birth the Seeds,” a work by acclaimed composer
Melissa Dunphy, with text by Alexandria Poet Laureate Zeina
Azzam. Under the direction of Artistic Director Kathryn Harsha,
ACS is committed to enhancing the cultural life of the City of
Alexandria by presenting diverse and engaging vocal music
programs at the highest artistic level.

SING WITH US

Auditions for our 2025-2026 season will be held in August.
The audition process involves vocalization, aural acuity drills, and
sight-singing. Singers should also be prepared to perform (a
cappella) a simple tune that showcases their vocal beauty and
range (such as The Star-Spangled Banner or Amazing Grace). We
can also schedule a time for you to observe a rehearsal prior to
auditioning.

AUDITION FOR ACS

e

What’s Blooming at
Mount Vernon

Purchase general admission to Mount Vernon
and enjoy FREE Unlimited Return Visits to the

estate this year!

Your admission includes:
* The “Story of an American Icon” exhibit
* Biographies of enslaved people
» Historic gardens in bloom
* History of the estate & grounds

GEORGE WASHINGTON'’S

MOUNT » VERNON

THE MOUNT VERNON LADIES’ ASSOCIATION


https://www.alexandriachoralsociety.org/auditions
https://www.alexandriachoralsociety.org/auditions

POTOMAZC

KEMPO

Martial Arts, Fitness,
and Self Defense for
Everyone!

Try a Class Today!

Self Defense | Fitness
Discipline | Focus
Flexibility | Balance
Stress Relief | Confidence

Kingstowne - (703) 206-8064
Old Towne - (571) 336-7010
Fairlington - (571) 336-7063
National Landing - (571) 412-8585
Huntington - (571) 336-7021

Five locations in and around Alexandria!
www.potomackempo.com
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS

KATHRYN HARSHA,
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Kathryn Harsha holds a
Master of Music in
Conducting from the
Cleveland Institute of Music
and a Bachelor of Arts in
Piano Performance from
Bluffton University. While
studying at the Sorbonne in
Paris, she served as
Assistant Conductor of the
Chorale des Etudiants

Etrangeres and studied conducting at the
Conservatoire Messiaen in Saint-Maurice, France.

An active conductor in choral, opera, and orchestral
music, Ms. Harsha has worked with ensembles across
the country, conducting most recently in Severance
Hall and the Kennedy Center, and in France, Italy,
Austria, and Germany. Kathryn served for many years
as Music Director and Conductor of the Lakeland
Civic Orchestra in Cleveland, Ohio, and as the Music
Director of Opera per Tutti, now the Cleveland Opera
Theater. For more than 20 years, she was the Music
Director of the Sing Out! for Cleveland Rape Crisis
Center benefit concert, where the Visionary Voice
Award was named in her honor in 2018.

Ms. Harsha enjoys working with musicians of all ages,
including young people at the Peabody Children’s
Chorus and Opus Community Music School, and
mature singers at Encore Creativity for Older Adults,
where she is currently the Interim Artistic Director and
conducts multiple ensembles across the Washington
metropolitan area.

Kathryn is honored to serve as the Artistic Director of
Pro Coro Alexandria and the Alexandria Choral
Society for its 55th season.



ABOUT THE ARTISTS

s s e JUSTIN STRELETZ,
COLLABORATIVE PIANIST

Justin Streletz is excited to
be returning to Alexandria
Choral Society for the
2024-2025 Season! He is a
local collaborative pianist
who has worked with many
school divisions in Northern
Virginia for concerts and
festivals. Justin is also a
music director, including a
pit conductor and vocal
director. During the day he

is an elementary music teacher, entering his 10th year
of teaching. Justin studied piano at West Chester
University with Dr. Patricia Powell. In his free time, he
enjoys reading, traveling, working out at
OrangeTheory, and all things LEGO.

Celebrate

community
through the
joy of music-
making




SUPPORT

EXECUTIVE CIRCLE
($1000+)

Alexandria Commission for the Arts
Alexandria Toyota

Cienna Breen

Zachary Byers

Mandi Chapman

Community Foundation for Northern Virginia
CSL Consulting, LLC

Custom Ink

Katherine Duffy & Brian Schiff
Peggy Heiser

Josh Heit

Jen Walker Team

Main Street Bank

Rand Corporation

Anne & Richard Simpson

David Smith

Mimi Stevens

Virginia Commission for the Arts
National Endowment for the Arts

MAJOR BENEFACTOR
($500-$999)

Alexandria Symphony Orchestra
Sarah Begeman

Michael Bianco

Julia & Gregory Cosner

Monique Doussard & Alek Jovovic
Rocky Ebener

Alison Fitzgerald

Clifford & Shirley Gay

George Washington’s Mount Vernon
Rebecca Grisso

Kathryn & Thomas Harsha

Jet's Pizza

John Marshall Bank

Joseph Longacher

Kathryn Maloney

McCabe's Printing Group

Kristina Meacham

Music Together Alexandria
Jennifer Nightingale

Potomac Kempo

David & Charlene Pritzker

Sue Purvis

Dennis Simpson & Lisa Sigona-Simpson
Andrea Steinacker

Troy & Stacy Tanner

LKN Wickens

BENEFACTOR
($200-$499)

AAUW - Alexandria
AAUW - Mount Vernon
Vida Antolin-Jenkins
Azure Sky Travel

Siwa Bachmeyer
Bridget Baker-White
Blossom & Buds

Anne Buckborough
Patricia Burson

Keith Byers

Lisa Carlson

Amanda Cernik

Adam Comfort
Christine Davidson
Diane & Peter Erbland
Marfe Ferguson
Rasneek Guijral

Doreen Hamilton
Linda Heiser
Homegrown Restaurant Group
Debrah Hoppe

Allison Jones

Marion Lange

D. Terence Langendoen
Karen Minatelli

Alan Morris

Parkfairfax

Dean Rust

Soma Yoga Healing Center
Trader Joe's

Allison Wickens



SUPPORT

PATRON
($100-$199)

ACT for Alexandria
Megan Anderson
Lucy Bachmeyer
Cindy & Dennis Breen
Amy Clemens

Kaitlin Costello
Margaret Crane
Heather Cruz

Dot Dannenberg
Jenna Dawkins

Tom and June Dawkins
Duolingo

Anna Dvorchik
Elizabeth Everson
Anne Fenley

David FitzGerald
Foster's Grille Alexandria
GP Strategies Corp.
Greenstreet Gardens
Celia Grove

The Gubser Family
Caroline Hale

Jill Heit

Gretchen Hendricks
Judith Holdsworth
Heather Hurley
Kevin Jahns

Tamara Jovovic
Janie Lee

Sarah Leffler & Jacob Yeston

Norman Lodato
Carmen Lodato
Laura MacDonald
Laurie MacNamara
Shannon Maloney

Karen Mardini & Andrew Theobald

James Martin

Sonya May
Margaret McLaughlin
Charles Meizoso
Kelly Miskowski

Vell & Carmen Rives
Linda Simensky
Joan & Irwin Singer
lan Smith

Erin Sutherland
Laurie Ann Taylor
Melanie Vella

Gary Yingst

Megan Yingst

DONOR
($50-$99)

Stacey Albert

Anna Barton

Kathryn Batterberry
Judy Bauserman

Rex Booth

Cynthia Breen

Diana Burson
Dagney Evans

Sheila Flynn

Brian Fontaine-Isaac
Alan Friebe
Kathleen M. Fritz
Susan Amber Gordon
Kathy and Rick Hale
Rebecca Harper
Michael & Alexandra Harrington
Eva Hartman

Mary Henderson
Gavin Hilgemeier
Andreas Huthoefer
Marietta Jemison with MKJ Homes
Melissa Larmoyeux
Little Theatre of Alexandria
Allison Marsh
Matthew McLaughlin
Rebecca Moericke
Rebecca Morrison
Tia Murchie-Beyma
Karen Pagano
Sharon Pearce

Revel

Gary Roznovsky
Brent Schulltheis

Kay Sidahmed
Beverly Snead
Clarice Snyder
Cheryl Stickley

Erin Taylor

Unwined

Sandra Watanabe
Briana Wilson



SUPPORT

FRIEND
($25-%$49)

Peter Anderson
Stacey Becker
Alicia Bissonnette
Robert Brunner
Stephanie Cabell
Daniel Ceisler
Susan Cline

Julie Culley
Margo Cunniffe
Beth Fighera
Paula Fletcher
Phyllis Gonigam
Dorothy Gray
Douglas Greenhaus
Mallory Henig
Imagine Artwear
Amy Jackson
Sheryl Jahns
Ashley Jordan
Chrissy Juergens
Kwai Lin Kennedy
Danielle Marquis
Patricia Meacham
Ellienne Noonan
Colette Scott
Steen Simonsen
Marc Smith
Southside 815
Kristin Walega
Robert A. Hall & Ella Wilcox
Courtney Williams
Stephanie Wright

SUPPORTER

(up to $25)

Janet Airis

Barbara Archey
Helena Boyd

Jane Constantine
Joanna Crane

Anna Cuny

Wilden Dannenberg
Sabrina Dent
Bernadette Horowitz
Erika May

Sarah Morton
Noelle Muha

Megan Murchie-Beyma
Laura O'Brien
Catherine P

Kyle Peterson
Matthew Robinson
Annemarie Schaefer
Kevin Seiger-Cottoms
Elizabeth Shatto
Royce Sherlock
Lauren Singh
Sherwyn Smeltzer
Natalie Treat
Kathleen Wildermuth
Kevin Wildermuth
Jodi L Williams
Laurie Wood

Chris Wright

Sarah Zapolsky

This listing recognizes donations made through May 28, 2025.

If your name was inadvertently omitted or incorrectly listed,
please advise us at Treasurer@AlexandriaChoralSociety.org.



