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A    N        I    N    F    I    N    I    T    E 

UNIVERSE 
BRIAN J. ISAAC 

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR & CONDUCTOR 

WEI!HAN WU 
PIANIST 

featuring 

THE FALLS CHURCH HIGH SCHOOL VOCAL ENSEMBLE 
C.J. REDDEN!LIO"A, DIRECTOR 

WHEN THE EARTH STANDS STILL                  DON MACDONALD (b. 1966)

Come listen in the silence of the moment before rain comes down. 
#ereÕs a deep sigh in the $uiet of the forest and the tall treeÕs crown. 

Now hold me. 
Will you !ake the time to hold me and embrace the chill? 
Or miss me, 
will you !ake the time to miss me when the earth s!ands still? 

Cause thereÕs no use running 
cause the stormÕs still coming 
and youÕve been running for too many years. 

Come listen in the silence of the moment before shadows fall. 
Feel the tremor of your heartbeat matching heartbeat as we both dissolve. 

So stay with me, held in my arms 
Like branches of a tree 
#eyÕll shelter you for many years. 

MacDonald

CHRISTINA WENSEL & ELISE BLAKE 
VIOLINISTS

PHILIP KRAMP 
VIOLIST

DOROTEA RACZ 
CELLIST

GLENN SEWELL 
PERCUSSIONIST
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ISLAND IN SPACE                                                   KIRKE MECHEM (b. 1925) 
(DONA NOBIS PACEM)

Dona nobis pacem. [Grant us Peace.] 
from the Mass Ordinary; Agnus Dei 

Up there you go around the earth every hour and a half, time a!er time a!er time. You look down; 
you canÕt imagine how many borders and boundaries you cross, and you donÕt even see them. "e 
earth is a whole, so beautiful, so small, and so fragile. You realize that on that small spot is 
everything that means anything to you: all history, all poetry, all music, all art, all death, all birth, 
all love, all tears, all games, all joy, all on that small spot. And thereÕs not a sound, only a silence 
the depth of which youÕve never known. To see the Earth as it truly is, small and blue and beautiful 
in that eternal silence where it #oats, to see the Earth is to see ourselves as riders on the Earth 
together, brothers on that bright loveliness, brothers who know now they are truly brothers, 
brothers and sisters. 

Russell Schweickart (b. 1935) & Archibald MacLeish (1892Ð1982), adap!. Mechem

THATÕS ONE SMALL STEPÉ                                                             TAWNIE OLSON 
Dual World Premieres 

Co-Commissioned by the Alexandria Choral Society, Brian J. Isaac, Artistic Director (May 18, 2019), & 
the Virginia Choral Society, Sarah Frook Gallo, Artistic Director (May 4, 2019)

I. LAUNCH 
"irty seconds and counting. Astronauts report it feels good. T-25 seconds. Twenty seconds and 
counting. T-15 seconds, guidance is internal. 12, 11, 10, 9É ignition se$uence startÉ 6, 5, 4, 3, 2, 1É 
All engines running. Li!o%! We have a li!o&É 32 minutes past the hour, li!o&. 

NASA Public Af"airs Of#icer Jack King (1931Ð2015), Apollo 11 Saturn V Launch Control, July 16, 1969

II. LONGER STRIDES 
Now it is time to take longer strides Ñ time for a great new American enterprise Ñ time for this 
nation to take a clearly leading role in space achievement, which in many ways may hold the key 
to our future on earth. Space is open to us now; and our eagerness to share its meaning is not 
governed by the e&orts of others. We go into space because whatever mankind must undertake, 
free men must fully share. 

from President John F. KennedyÕs (1917Ð63) Special Message to Congress on Urgent National Needs, May 25, 1961 

Yuri Gagarin! Poyekhali! [Yuri Gagarin! LetÕs go!] 
"e Soviets have launched the 'rst satellite. "e Soviets have launched the 'rst man into space. 
"e Soviets must have intercontinental ballistic missiles. "e Soviets have launchedÉ

III. LOST COSMONAUTS 
Vechnaya pamya!. [Memory eternal.] 

Requiem aeternam. [Rest eternal.] 

Valentin Bondarenko; "eodore C. Freeman; Charles A. Bassett II; Elliot M. See, Jr.; Grigori 
Nelyubov; Virgil I. Grissom; Roger B. Cha&ee; Edward H. White II; Vladimir M. Komarov; 
Edward G. Givens, Jr.; Cli!on C. Williams, Jr.; Robert Henry Lawrence, Jr.; Yuri A. Gagarin; 
Pavel I. Belyayev; Georgiy T. Dobrovolsky; Viktor I. Patsayev; Vladislav N. Volkov; Gregory 
Jarvis; Christa McAuli&e; Ronald McNair; Ellison Onizuka; Judith Resnik; Michael J. Smith; 
Dick Scobee; Rick D. Husband; William C. McCool; Michael P. Anderson; David M. Brown; 
Kalpana Chawla; Laurel Clark; Ilan Ramon; Sergei Vozovikov; Michael Alsbury
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IV. MAGNIFICENT DESOLATION 

3000 [feet altitude] at 70 [feet per second descent rate]. 
Go for landing. 
1201 alarm. 
2000 at 50. 
1201 alarm. WeÕre go. Same type. WeÕre go. 
2000 feet. 
47 degrees. 
1000 at 30 is good. 
35 degrees. 750. 
700 feet, 21 down. 
600 feet, down at 19. 
540 feet, down at 15. 
400 feet, down at 9, 58 [feet per second] forward. 
8% [fuel remaining]. 
60 seconds [until the ÔBingoÕ call, aborting the landing]. 
Ease her down. 
5% [fuel remaining]. 
Coming down nicely. 
30 seconds. 
Dri!ing forward. 
"uantity light. 
Forty feet. #irty feet. Twenty feet. 
ContactÉ 

from the transcript of the Apollo 11 Saturn V lunar landing with Neil Armstrong (1930Ð2012), Buzz Aldrin (b. 1930), 
& NASA CAPCOM (spacecra! communicator) Charlie Duke (b. 1935), July 20, 1969 

We came in peace, and for one priceless moment, all people on this Earth were one: one in our 
pride at what you have done, and one in our prayers. 

from the plaque mounted on the Lunar Module landing gear and President Richard NixonÕs (1913Ð94) phone call to 
Aldrin & Armstrong during their walk on the sur"ace of the moon, July 20, 1969 

What is man? 
from Psalm 8:4

INTERMISSION 
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THE WARBLER                                                                  STEPHEN COXE (b. 1966) 
Pro Coro Alexandria

In the swamp in secluded recesses, 
A shy and hidden bird is warbling a song. 

Solitary the thrush, 
!e hermit withdrawn to himself, 
Sings by himself a song. 

Sing on there in the swamp, 
O singer bashful and tender, I hear your notes, I hear your call, 
I hear, I come presently, I understand you, 
But a moment I linger, for the lustrous star has detainÕd me, 
!e star my departing comrade holds and detains me. 

O how shall I warble myself for the dead one there I loved? 
And how shall I deck my song for the large sweet soul that has gone? 
And what shall my perfume be for the grave of him I love? 

Sea-winds blown from east and west, 
Blown from the Eastern sea and blown from the Western sea, 
!ese and with these and the breath of my chant, 
IÕll perfume the grave of him I love. 

Walt Whitman (1819Ð92), from When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard BloomÕd

THE FALLS CHURCH HIGH SCHOOL VOCAL ENSEMBLE 
C.J. REDDEN"LIO#A, DIRECTOR

!UBILATE DEO                                                            PETER ANGLEA (b. 1988)

Jubilate Deo, omnis terra; 

servite Domino in laetitia. Introite in 
conspectu ejus in exsultatione. 

$uoniam suavis est Dominus: in aeternum 
misericordia ejus, et us%ue in generationem et 
generationem veritas ejus. 

Psalm 99:1Ð2, 5

O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands: 

serve the Lord with gladness, and come before 
his presence with a song. 

For the Lord is gracious, his mercy is everlasting; 
and his truth endureth from generation to 
generation.
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THE ROAD HOME                                                  STEPHEN PAULUS (1949Ð2014) 
Lucia Ku, soloist

Tell me, where is the road 
I can call my own, 
!at I le", that I lost 
So long ago? 
All these years I have wandered, 
Oh when will I know 
!ereÕs a way, thereÕs a road 
!at will lead me home? 

A"er wind, a"er rain, 
When the dark is done, 
As I wake from a dream 
In the gold of day, 
!rough the air thereÕs a calling 
From far away, 
!ereÕs a voice I can hear 
!at will lead me home.

Rise up, follow me, 
Come away is the call, 
With the love in your heart 
As the only song; 
!ere is no such beauty 
As where you belong, 
Rise up, follow me, 
I will lead you home. 

Michael Dennis Browne (b. 1940)

PARTIAL LUNAR ECLIPSE,                                          LORI LAITMAN  (b. 1955) 
SEPT. 7TH, 2006 

Dual World Premieres 
Co-Commissioned by the Alexandria Choral Society, Brian J. Isaac, Artistic Director (May 18, 2019), & 

the Virginia Choral Society, Sarah Frook Gallo, Artistic Director (May 4, 2019)

!e eerie drama 
of moon and earth and cloud: 
an eclipsed orb slipping 
from penumbra to umbra 
to penumbra, reappearing 
newly created, from earthÕs shadow, 
to sail its lonely journey Ñ 
golden, remote, mysterious; 
a link with the in#nite universe.

I too will slip 
from penumbra to umbra, but 
while the moon navigates the millenia 
for me there will be no return 

Anne Ranasinghe (1925Ð2016)
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ALEXANDRIA CHORAL SOCIETY & 
THE FALLS CHURCH HIGH SCHOOL VOCAL ENSEMBLE

UNDERNEATH THE STARS                                          KATE RUSBY (b. 1973) 
arr. !IM CLEMENTS (b. 1983) 

Erin Sutherland, soloist

Underneath the stars IÕll meet you, 
underneath the stars IÕll greet you, 
and there beneath the stars IÕll leave you 
before you go of your own free will. 
Go gently. 

Underneath the stars you met me, 
underneath the stars you le! me; 
I wonder if the stars regret me. 
At least youÕll go of your own free will. 
Go gently.

Here beneath the stars IÕm landing, 
and here beneath the stars not ending 
oh, why on earth am I pretending? 
IÕm here again, the stars befriending 
they come and go of their own free will. 
Go gently. 

Underneath the stars you met me, 
underneath the stars you le! me; 
I wonder if the stars regret me, 
IÕm sure theyÕd like me if they only met me. 
"ey come and go of their own free will. 
Go gently 

Rusby

CELLS PLANETS                                                                        ERIKA LLOYD (b. 1983) 
arr. VINCE PETERSON 

Jennifer Anvari, soloist

So far away, when all will shine 
and all will play 
hey. 

"e stars will open up 
and all will be 
tiny pieces of galaxy, 
re#ected in you and meÉ 

Cells, planets, 
same thingÉ

Bright electric lights on all the leaves, 
and everything growing from a tree, 
waterÕs blood, and roots are veins. 

I donÕt know you but I like you, 
I donÕt know you but I miss you, 
I donÕt know you but I need youÉ 

Smallest is the bi$est thing 
and in all the world the love 
is the love from me to youÉ 

Lloyd
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Even as a journey of a thousand miles begins with a single step, so a journey through the in!nite 
universe may begin on our own planet. Don MacDonald, who wrote both words and music for When 
the Earth S!ands Still, lives in British Columbia, so it is not surprising that his lyrics speak of tall trees 
and rain. "e song is also timely, re#ecting the uncertainty about the future that is so pervasive in 
todayÕs changing world. A choral singer who started when he was very young, MacDonald does much 
of his writing for voices, including music for choir, opera, dance, theatre, and !lm scores. His 
soundtrack for the !lm Fido was recorded by the Prague Philharmonic Orchestra and won the award 
for best soundtrack at the Gerardmer Film Festival in France. He has performed professionally on 
saxophone and violin as well as voice, and has conducted orchestra, choir and jazz band. Currently 
he serves on the faculty of the Selkirk College Contemporary Music and Technology Program in 
Nelson, BC. 

As we venture above EarthÕs atmosphere, it is !tting that we hear the words of Russell Schweickart, 
the !rst astronaut to make an unattached spacewalk, set to music by Kirke Mechem. "e title of the 
work, Island in Space, is taken from a 1986 publication edited by Pamela J. Peck for the United 
Nations Association Canada. Other elements of the text include a poem by Archibald MacLeish, 
found in the same publication, and the words ÒDona nobis pacemÓ which recur throughout the work 
and appear as its subtitle. Mechem was born in Kansas to a family which included a poet and writer 
(his father) and a musician (his mother) so it is not surprising that as he grew up he developed a 
strong a$nity for choral and other vocal music. Returning from two and a half years in the army 
during World War II, he enrolled at Stanford as an English major, but changed his major to music at 
the end of his junior year. He studied composition at Harvard with Walter Piston and Randall 
"ompson, earning a masterÕs degree in 1953. He returned to Stanford for three years as assistant 
choral conductor, then spent several years in Vienna, Austria. Returning to the Bay area, he became 
composer-in-residence at the University of San Francisco. Most of his early work was for chorus, 
starting during his undergraduate years. He also gained recognition for instrumental works, both 
chamber and symphonic, but perhaps his greatest success has been as a composer of operas. In 1998, 
the National Opera Association honored him with its Lifetime Achievement Award. 

"atÕs one small step... is Canadian composer Tawnie OlsonÔs tribute to the American and Russian 
space programs. It is one of two works jointly commissioned by the Alexandria Choral Society and 
the Virginia Choral Society (Newport News, Va.). "e composerÕs own notes on her work, and her 
biographical information, are printed following these notes. It is especially !tting that this work 
receives its Alexandria premiere on Armed Forces Day. 

"e second half of the program returns to a focus on the most familiar part of the universe: the 
planet we live on. Pro Coro Alexandria opens with a setting by Stephen Coxe of three stanzas from 
Walt WhitmanÕs ÒWhen Lilacs Last in the Dooryard BloomÕd.Ó "e Warbler takes its title from the 
bird whose song, heard by the narrator as he walks alone in the swamp, makes him think of a 
beloved comrade who has died. Coxe dedicated this work to Lee Teply (1953Ð2014), a fellow member 
of the faculty at Old Dominion University. It is written for SATB chorus, a cappella; Coxe also wrote 
a song cycle for solo voice and piano, again based on poems by Whitman and titled Whitman Songs 
(for Lee Teply 1953Ð2014). All these poems by Whitman (1819Ð1892) were set by Coxe as Ò... a 
spontaneous response to the loss of his friend and colleague,Ó according to John Campbell. Coxe 
received degrees from Swarthmore College and Yale University. Currently residing in Norfolk, Va., 
he is on the faculty of Old Dominion University and the Virginia GovernorÕs School for the Arts. He 
has also taught at Yale, Peabody, and Loyola College in Maryland. He spends summers as resident 
composer and faculty member at the Yellow Barn Music School and Festival in Vermont. 

We are honored to have the winner of this yearÕs Alexandria Choral Society Sing-O% competition 
for childrenÕs and youth choruses with us tonight. Conducted by C& Redden-Liotta, the Falls Church 
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High School Vocal Ensemble will open with a lively Jubilate Deo. 

Born in 1988, Peter Anglea (pronounced ÒAngelÓ) graduated from Bob Jones University in 
Greenville, S.C., and received a masters degree in composition in 2011. Appropriately for someone 
who is called Angel, his musical focus is on anthems and hymns, using Biblical and traditional texts. 
In his other persona he is an award-winning web developer; he is also a member of the Rivertree 
Singers in Greenville, and choir director at the Community Baptist Church of Greer, S.C. 

Stephen Paulus was born in New Jersey in 1949, and moved with his family to Minneapolis at the 
age of two. He attended the University of Minnesota, and earned a PhD in music. !e Road Home is 
his arrangement of the tune Prospect from the 1935 Southern Harmony, using as text a poem by 
Michael Dennis Browne. Some listeners may !nd the tune familiar; it is also sung with the words, 
Ò"e lone, wild bird ...Ó Browne and Paulus were fre#uent collaborators, working together on 
oratorio, opera, and choral songs. 

Tawnie Olson had us landing on the moon; our second commissioned work envisions observing the 
moon from the earth. Again, Lori LaitmanÕs own notes on Partial Lunar Eclipse, Sep". 7th, 2006, and 
her formal biography, are featured elsewhere in the program. 

"e choirs join forces for the !nal works of the program, whose main connection to the space theme 
seems to be words that appear in their titles: ÒstarsÓ and ÒplanetsÓ. Both are in a more popular style, 
underlining the variety and versatility that characterize the Alexandria Choral SocietyÕs 
programming. Kate Rusby, who wrote both words and music for Underneath the S"ars, is one of 
EnglandÕs best known contemporary singer-songwriters. Born in 1973 into a musical family in 
Barnsley in the West Riding o$ Yorkshire, she learned to play traditional folk instruments such as 
guitar and !ddle, as well as piano, and her singing voice led to her being known as the ÒBarnsley 
Nightingale.Ó She has been a chief attraction at many British national folk music festivals, and has a 
number of solo albums to her credit. An interesting bit of trivia to be added to your store of 
knowledge, if itÕs not already there, is that the title of a book, a play, or a song, cannot be protected 
by copyright. In case you were expecting to hear di%erent music, you should know that RusbyÕs 
song, arranged by Jim Clements for SATB chorus with soloist, should not be confused with another 
song with the same title performed by American singer Mariah Carey. 

When the vocal group Chanticleer was planning a Òcelestially themedÓ concert entitled ÒOut o$ "is 
WorldÓ and wanted to include a piece based on an indie pop song, Little Grey GirlfriendÕs Cells 
Planets was the perfect choice. Written by the groupÕs star soprano, a classically-trained early music 
vocalist whose creativity encompasses not only music in a wide variety of genres but also recognition 
as a commissioned visual artist, Erika LloydÕs love song had already caught the attention of arranger 
Vince Peterson. "e resulting choral arrangement was an instant success. In a review of the 
Chanticleer concert, Joseph Sargent #uotes Lloyd: ÒModern technology has made hundreds of years 
of music instantly accessible. Because this new generation of songwriters and performers has such a 
huge range of global in&uences, they are naturally incorporating it into cross-genre work. I like being 
a part of that. Especially in regards to an instrument as old as the human voice, not much has 
changed. WeÕre certainly singing for the same reasons and about the same emotions. "e Pixies [an 
alternative rock band] really arenÕt that far o% from 11th-century troubadours.Ó 

Microcosm and macrocosm, ÒTiny pieces of galaxy re&ected in you and me. Cells, planets, same 
thing.Ó Something to think about when you look up at the night sky and see the in!nite universe. 

Mimi Stevens
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ON ÔTHATÕS ONE SMALL STEPÉÕ 

ÒHere men from the planet Earth !irst set foot upon the Moon, July 1969 A.D. 
We came in peace for all mankind.Ó 

Pla!ue mounted on the Apollo 11 lunar module landing gear 

ÒPersonally, in re!lecting on the events of the past several days, a verse from [the] psalms 
comes to mind: ÔWhen I consider the heavens, the work of thy !ingers, the moon and the 

s"ars, which thou hast ordained; What is man, that thou art mindful of him?ÕÓ 
Buzz Aldrin, television broadcast, July 23, 1969 

So much has been written about the Apollo program, and Ñ as authors like Margot Lee Shetterly 
have demonstrated Ñ so much more deserves to be written and shared about it, that it is impossible 
for a mere composer (who can set only a tiny bit of text) to do justice to the whole fascinating story. 
Instead, I used each movement of this piece to look at aspects I found musically su"estive. 

In researching this piece, I learned that countdowns before rocket launches are an American 
invention, done for dramatic e#ect (Yuri Gagarin simply said, ÒPoyekhali!Ó Ñ ÒLetÕs go!Ó Ñ at his 
historic launch), and that in$uenced how I set Jack KingÕs famous words from the launch of Apollo 
11. 

Reading President KennedyÕs 1961 speech, which is !uoted in the second movement, I was struck by 
the contrast between idealism, courage, and curiosity, and the Cold War realities that, together, 
created conditions necessary for the existence and success of the Apollo program. 

%e third movement !uotes a hymn from the Russian Orthodox funeral service: ÒVechnaya pamyat,Ó 
or, ÒMemory eternal.Ó A simple three-fold repetition of those words, the hymn implies that though 
human memories of the dead may fade and, in time, be lost, those who have died are held in GodÕs 
eternal memory. In writing this movement, I was inspired by the Fallen Astronaut sculpture placed 
on the moon by the Apollo 15 crew to honour U.S. and Soviet astronauts who died during the space 
race. %e sculpture is missing the names o& Valentin Bondarenko and Grigoriy Nelyubov; their 
deaths had been hushed up by the Soviets, and were only known to the West much later. 

As I read about the lunar landing, I learned that radio communications with Houston were 
interrupted by static, that an alarm kept going o# (the computer was overloaded), the astronauts 
were slightly o# course, and because of rocky terrain they had to $y a bit farther than planned to 
'nd a safe place to land. %ey touched down in the Mare Tran!uillitatis with fewer than 30 seconds 
to spare. %eir voices on the recordings are impressively calm; I hope I can be forgiven for my 
musicianÕs instinct to emphasize the drama of the situation rather than their admirable coolness 
under pressure. 

Tawnie Olson, New Haven, Conn., 2018
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ON ÔPARTIAL LUNAR ECLIPSE, SEPT. 7TH, 2006Õ 

Partial Lunar Eclipse, Sep!. 7th, 2006, sets a poem by Sri Lankan poet Anne Ranasinghe. !e song was 
composed in 2007 for solo voice and piano, the "rst of two songs of a short cycle entitled And Music 
Will Not End, commissioned by the Lyrica Society for Word-Music Relations. In 2018, the Alexandria 
Choral Society, under the direction of Brian J. Isaac, and the Virginia Choral Society, under the 
direction of Sarah Frook Gallo, co-commissioned me to re-envision the song for chorus with piano 
accompaniment. 

!e poem re#ects on the mystery and timelessness of the universe, our place in that universe, and 
AnneÕs realization that she was nearing the end of her life. I found the poem to be particularly well-
suited to a choral adaptation, with the colors of the additional vocal lines and the richness of the 
choral sound helping to create a sense of the vastness of the universe. 

!e piano part proceeds along its own orbit, slightly dissonant and repetitive. Above this the voices 
glide with several instances of word painting: for example, a small descending motif is associated 
with the word ÒslippingÓ, a $uickened pace as the ÒorbÓ begins to Òsail its lonely journeyÓ, and a 
climax with a long, loud choral chord emphasizing the idea of a Òlink with the in"nte universeÓ. As 
the song draws to a close, the original pacing returns, and the voices and accompaniment dri% o& 
unresolved, cementing the idea of Òno returnÓ. 

Lori Laitman, Potomac, Md., 2018
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Founded in 1970, the Alexandria Choral Society aspires to enhance the cultural life of the city of 
Alexandria and surrounding communities by presenting engaging musical programs at the highest 
artistic level. ACS ensembles consistently o!er meaningful and exciting musical experiences to both 
singers and audiences through diverse repertoire, education, community outreach, and performance 
excellence. 

Brian J. Isaac is currently the Artistic Director of the Alexandria Choral 
Society (Alexandria, VA), the Williamsburg Choral Guild (Williamsburg, 
VA), and the Church Circle Singers (Annapolis, MD). He has most recently 
held the positions of Assistant Conductor with the Washington Master 
Chorale in Washington, D.C., and Director of Choirs at Damascus High 
School in Damascus, MD. 

In 2013 the Damascus High School Chamber Singers were honored to 
perform, by invitation, at the prestigious Carnegie Hall as part of the 
Worldstrides Heritage Performance Program under the direction of Dr. 
Anton Armstrong. In 2015, the Chamber Singers made their National 
Presbyterian Church debut as a featured choir alongside the City Choir o" 
Washington during their winter performance Ò#e Holly & the Ivy.Ó In 
2016, BrianÕs advanced choir made their National City Christian Church 

debut, performing Ola GjeiloÕs Sunrise Mass with organist Stephen Kalnoske. In 2017 the DHS choirs 
performed, for a second time, at Carnegie Hall as part of the Worldstrides Heritage Performance program. 

#e Church Circle Singers, now in their third season, have been praised for their clean, focused choral 
sound and their adventurous programming. #eir music-mentor initiative, the Church Circle Young 
Singers, o!ers a uni$ue opportunity for talented high school choral students from Washington, D.C., 
Maryland, and Virginia to engage with the professional singers of CCS in an intensive rehearsal and 
performance process. 

In addition to conducting, Brian maintains an active professional singing schedule and has performed 
with organizations like the Virginia Symphony Orchestra, the Virginia Chorale, Opera Roanoke, the 
National Symphony Orchestra, and the Washington Master Chorale. 

Brian holds a Master of Music in Music Education from the Peabody Conservatory of the Johns Hopkins 
University. 

Described as ÒbrilliantÓ by the Pittsburgh Tribune, pianist Wei-Han Wu has 
performed in venues such as the Chicago Cultural Center, the Kennedy 
Center, Carnegie HallÕs Weill Recital Hall, and the DiMenna Center for 
Performing Arts in New York City. Committed to the performance and 
promotion of new music, Mr. Wu served as pianist for the Aspen 
Contemporary Ensemble (ACE), and is currently a member of the [Switch~ 
Ensemble], an ensemble dedicated to the performance of electroacoustic 
music. Mr. Wu was recently featured as pianist with the Pittsburgh New 
Music Ensemble, and guest soloist at the #ird Practice Festival at 
University of Richmond, as well as the 2017 New York City Electroacoustic 
Music Festival (NYCEMF). He has worked with composers such as John 
Adams, Lee Hyla, Steven Stucky, Osvaldo Golijov, Eric Wubbels, and John 
Harbison. 

As a vocal coach and accompanist, Mr. Wu has worked with artists such as Vinson Cole, Susanne Mentzer, 
and Nancy Gustafson. In 2009 he was a participant in the %rst Castleton Music Festival, by invitation of 
Maestro Lorin Maazel, to prepare the production of Benjamin BrittenÕs Be!arÕs Opera. In 2012Ð13 he was a 
fellow at the Tanglewood Music Center, where he worked closely with the vocal arts program. Most 
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recently, Mr. Wu was guest music director at University of Alabama and University of Colorado at 
Boulder, working with students for their opera productions. 

A member of Pi Kappa Lambda, Mr. Wu received his BachelorÕs degree from Northwestern University and 
MasterÕs degrees from both the University of Michigan and Northwestern. He is the recipient of the 
Distinguished Achievement Award from the Juilliard School, the Felicia Montealgre Fellowship from the 
Tanglewood Music Center, and the Collaborative Piano Fellowship from Bard College. He is the recipient 
of a double D.M.A. degree from the Eastman School of Music, where he served as president of OSSIA New 
Music and performs with the Musica Nova Ensemble. 

Described as "especially glorious... ethereal" by!Whole Note, and "a highlight 
of the concert" by the!Boston Musical Intelligencer, the music of Canadian 
composer Tawnie Olson draws inspiration from politics, spirituality, the 
natural world, and the musicians for whom she composes. She is the winner 
of the 2018 Barlow Prize, a consortium commission for the BYU Singers, 
"e Crossing, and Seraphic Fire. Olson also won the 2015 Iron Composer 
Competition, and her!!ree Songs on Poems by Lorri Neilsen Glenn! took 
second prize in the 2018 NATS Art Song Competition. She received a 2018 
Connecticut Artist Fellowship, and has received awards from SOCAN and 
"e Guelph Chamber Choir/Musica Viva. Olson has been commissioned by 
the Canadian Art Song Project, "ird Practice/New Music USA, the 
Canada Council for the Arts, Mount Holyoke College/"e WomenÕs 
Philharmonic, the Blue Water Chamber Orchestra, Ithaca College, the 
American Composers Forum, and the Yale Institute of Sacred MusicÕs 

Robert Baker Commissioning Fund, among others. In 2017, she received an OPERA America Discovery 
Grant to develop a new work about Hildegard of Bingen and Eleanor of A#uitaine with re:Naissance 
Opera (libretto by Roberta Barker), and a Canada Council for the Arts Professional Development Grant 
to study $eld recording at the Cornell Lab of Ornithology. In 2018 she was the Composer-in-Residence of 
the Women Composers Festival of Hartford and an American Composers Forum Band%uest Composer-
in-Residence at E.C. Adams School in Guilford, Conn. 

Recent projects include!!at's one small step..., for SATB, string #uartet and percussion, co-commissioned 
by the Virginia Choral Society and the Alexandria Choral Society;!Meadowlark, for marimba and $xed 
media, composed for Ian David Rosenbaum;!Reformation, for SATB, mezzo-soprano and tenor soloists, 
brass #uartet, and organ, commissioned by the University Church in Yale for the UCY Chapel Choir;!Pop!, 
for concert band, commissioned by the American Composers Forum for the E.C. Adams 8th grade band, 
Susan Oakley, director; an arrangement/recomposition of "Know the Way" (by electronica artist Grimes), 
commissioned by Geof Holbrook and the Cluster Festival for the Plumes Ensemble;!Two Tea Bowls, for 
SATB, harp, and violoncello, commissioned by the Orpheus Choir o& Toronto;!!ree Songs on Poems by 
Lorri Neilsen Glenn, for soprano and piano, commissioned by the Canadian Art Song Project for Magali 
Simard-Gald•s; and!Magni"icat, commissioned by Karen Clute for the Elm City Girls Choir and Yale 
Schola Cantorum. 

Olson's music is performed on $ve continents; it can also be heard on recordings by Parthenia (with bass-
baritone Dashon Burton), the Canadian Chamber Choir, percussionist Ian David Rosenbaum, the 
Chronos Vocal Ensemble, bassoonist Rachael Elliott, soprano Magali Simard-Gald•s, oboist Catherine 
Lee, and Shawn Mativetsky, McGill University professor of tabla and percussion. Her scores are available 
from the Canadian Music Centre, Galaxy Music, Hal Leonard's Band%uest and Mark Foster series, and 
E.C. Schirmer. Olson holds a doctorate in music composition from the University o& Toronto, a Master of 
Music degree from the Yale School of Music, an Artist Diploma from the Yale Institute of Sacred Music, 
and a Bachelor of Music degree from the University of Calgary. She is an adjunct professor of composition 
at the Hartt School of Music.
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Described by!Fan!are Magazine!as Òone of the most talented and intriguing 
of living composers,Ó Lori Laitman has composed multiple operas and 
choral works, and hundreds of songs, setting texts by classical and 
contemporary poets (including those who perished in the Holocaust). Her 
music is widely performed, internationally and throughout the United 
States!  (Carnegie Hall, Benaroya Recital Hall, Strathmore Hall, "e 
Meyerho# Hall, "e Kennedy Center, "e Concertgebouw and!  Wigmore 
Hall) and has generated substantial critical acclaim.!"e Journal of 
Singing!wrote, ÒIt is di$cult to think of anyone before the public today who 
e%uals her exceptional gi&s for embracing a poetic text and giving it new 
and deeper life through music.Ó 

In May 2016, Opera Colorado presented the World Premiere of LaitmanÕs 
opera!"e Scarlet Letter, with a libretto by ColoradoÕs former Poet Laureate, 

David Mason. Laura Claycomb, Dominic Armstrong and Malcolm MacKenzie starred in the production 
directed by Beth Greenberg and conducted by Ari Pelto. Of the CD, released by Naxos in August 
2017,!Gramophone Magazine!wrote: Ò"e 'rst thing that leaps into oneÕs ears is the sheer beauty of the music. 
Laitman has devoted much of her career to the art song, and her ability to meld words with lyrical, o&en 
soaring lines is on abundant display in herÉimpressive and fervent opera.Ó It was named a CriticÕs Choice 
by!Opera News, who wrote#ÒLori LaitmanÕs score succeeds with a surging, sweeping, unapologetically tonal 
landscape that o#ers carefully etched character portraits, rapturous choral expostulations and lush 
orchestrations of insistently tuneful motifs.Ó Laitman and Mason also collaborated on!Vedem, a Holocaust-
themed oratorio commissioned by Music of Remembrance, and are currently developing the opera!Ludlow, 
derived from MasonÕs award-winning verse novel about the 1914 Colorado mining town disaster. 

"e "ree Feathers, LaitmanÕs childrenÕs opera with librettist Dana Gioia, is based on a GrimmÕs fairy tale 
and was commissioned by the Center for the Arts at Virginia Tech, where it premiered in October 2014. 
Seattle Opera commissioned an abridged version, which toured Washington State in 2018. "e Hartt 
School presented the orchestral abridged premiere in January/February 2019 with Ravel's!L'en!ant et les 
sortileges. Opera Steamboat will present the full work in August 2020. LaitmanÕs opera-in-progress with 
librettist Leah Lax, based on her memoir, was a 'nalist for the 2018 Pellicciotti Opera Prize. 

Laitman has received numerous prestigious commissions, including from Opera America, Opera 
Colorado, Seattle Opera, "e Grant Park Music Festival, Washington Master Chorale, "e Virginia Choral 
Society, "e Alexandria Choral Society, Music of Remembrance, "e Howard Hanson Institute for 
American Music, "e Susan B. Anthony Center for WomenÕs Leadership and "e Baltimore Symphony 
Orchestra. Her works have been featured on "omas HampsonÕs!Song of America!radio series and website 
and in!"e Grove Dictionary of American Music. 

She is a!magna cum laude!Yale College graduate and received her MM from "e Yale School of Music. In 
May 2018, Laitman was the recipient o( "e Yale School of MusicÕs Ian Mininberg Alumni Award for 
Distinguished Service. For more information, please visit!www.artsongs.com. 
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!e Choral Department at Falls Church High School consists of two ensembles, the Bella Voce treble 
singers and the Falls Church High School Vocal Ensemble, a select, auditioned ensemble. Under the 
direction of C" Redden-Liotta, the choirs sing two traditional concerts and a pops concert each year. !e 
Choral Department is part of a comprehensive performing arts program, including courses and 
performing opportunities in choir, band, orchestra, guitar, piano, theatre arts, music theory, and #lm 
studies. 

FCHS currently serves nearly 2,000 Fairfax County students in grades 9Ð12 and its student body re$ects 
the diversity of the community it serves. Students at FCHS come from 83 countries and are native 
speakers of more than 40 languages. !e school is committed to academic excellence, developing positive 
personal %ualities and well-being, fostering respect for individual di&erences, encouraging parent 
involvement, and emphasizing high expectations for achievement and behavior of all students. FCHS is 
dedicated to helping students achieve to their fullest potentials as members of a global community of 
learners. 

C! Redden-Liotta is in his third year as Director of Choral Activities and 
Piano Instructor at Falls Church High School. Before coming to Falls 
Church, he was an instructor and graduate conducting associate at George 
Mason University, serving as assistant director of the University Chorale 
and Jazz Vocal Ensemble. As a professional singer, Mr. Redden-Liotta has 
performed across the country, including with the National Symphony 
Orchestra, NSO Pops, Ben Folds, and the Washington Master Chorale. 

In addition to his duties at FCHS, he is the Music Minister at Vienna 
Baptist Church, serves as the Music in Worship Repertoire & Resources 
Chairperson for the Virginia chapter of the American Choral Directors 
Association, and is the District X representative to the Virginia Choral 
Directors Association. Mr. Redden-Liotta is a graduate of the University of 
North Texas (BA, Music) and George Mason University (MM, Choral 

Conducting), where he is currently a candidate for the Doctor of Musical Arts degree.

Nate Barker 
Jack Child 

Stephanie Dill 
Marisa Haas 
Jack Kearney 

Patrick Kearney 
Dong Kim 
Lucia Ku

Brandon Lee 
Nathaniel Manarin 

Peter Manarin 
Jimmy Murphy 
Casey Nguyen 
Jade Nguyen 

Veronica Nguyen

Abby Petros 
Jeferson Rodriguez Espinal 

Dagan Rogers 
Margaret Russo 
Trinity Singh 

Jia Syed 
Sophie Willson-'uayle
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SOPRANO 
Vida Antolin-Jenkins 
Jennifer Anvari * 
Erin Barnett * 
Dianne Bodeen 
Cienna Breen * 
Samantha Calkins 
Sharon Collins 
MarfŽ Ferugson Delano 
Diane Erbland   
Jennifer Gotten 
Rasneek Gujral * 
Ginger Hannums   
Olivia Karr 
Katie McCoy 
Margaret McLaughlin 
McKenzie Midock 
Karen Minatelli * 
Amanda Ridlington 
Alex Salesin 
Pooja Seth 
Andrea Steinacker   
Alexandra Tanner * 

TENOR 
Johnny Beasley * 
Tom Burton 
Chris Fish * 
Seth Hudson 
Jim Martin 
Alan Morris   
!! Norman *   
Brent Schultheis 
Troy Tanner *

ALTO 
Bridget Baker-White 
Trudy Beddow 
Anne Buckborough * 
Patricia Burson 
Kaitlin Costello 
C! Crawford 
Heather Cruz 
Ali Fitzgerald 
Catherine Flaatten   
Emily Goodell * 
Becky Grisso   
Lynn Hithe *   
Maria McCall Dorsey 
Kristina Meacham *   
Carol Proud"t 
Erin Riley 
Anne Simpson   
Mimi Stevens 
Erin Sutherland 
Katherine Sykora 
Stacy Tanner 

BASS 
Michael Bianco * 
Zach Byers *   
Rocky Ebener * 
Cli# Gay * 
Greg Gloor   
Josh Heit   
Chad Hilla 
Terry Langendoen 
Anthony Laretto * 
Je#rey Nickeson * 
Don Pape 
David Pritzker * 
Vell Rives 
Richard Simpson * 
Ben Stone

* Pro Coro Alexandria member 
  Alexandria Choral Society board member



16           BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Andrea Steinacker President 
Kristina Meacham Vice President 

Greg Gloor Treasurer 
Lynn Hithe Secre!ary 

Josh Heit President Ex Of"icio 
Sarah Wise Director of Communications 

David Pritzker & Mimi Stevens Honorary Members 
Anne Simpson Executive Director 

Facebook: Facebook.com/AlexandriaChoralSociety 

Twitter: @AlexChoral          Instagram: @AlexChoral 

AlexandriaChoralSociety.org 

!e Alexandria Choral Society wishes to express its appreciation to the following 
persons and organizations: 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church               Mimi Stevens

Alexandria 
CHORAL 
SOCIETY

PO Box 406 
Alexandria, VA 22313 
703.951.7849 
AlexandriaChoralSociety.org

Zach Byers 
Diane Erbland 

Catherine Flaatten

Becky Grisso 
Ginger Hannums 

Alan Morris 
Members At Large

Travis Niles 
!! Norman 

Brent Schultheis



SUPPORT                 17 
!e Alexandria Choral Society thanks you for your generous support! 

If your name was inadvertently omitted or incorrectly listed, please advise us at AlexandriaChoralSociety@gmail.com.

CONDUCTORÕS CIRCLE 
($5,000 & UP) 
Alexandria Commission 

for the Arts 

EXECUTIVE CIRCLE 
($1,000Ð$4,999) 
Vida Antolin-Jenkins 
Gertrude Beddow 
Rocky Ebener 
Josh Heit 
Richard & Anne Simpson 
Andrea Steinacker 
Mimi Stevens 
Virginia Commission for the Arts 

MA!OR BENEFACTOR 
($500Ð$999) 
Cascades Photography 
Comfort One Shoes 
Creations by Diane 
Heather Cruz 
MarfŽ Ferguson Delano 
Maria McCall-Dorsey 
Catherine Flaatten 
!omas &  Charlene Giannetti 
Rebecca Grisso 
Brian Hak 
Hardwood Artisans 
Haven Home Solutions 
Kristina Meacham & 

Gary Covington 
Emily Powell 
Carol Proud"t 
Willard Hotel 

BENEFACTOR 
($200Ð$499) 
Anonymous ACS Member 
Jennifer Anvari 
Dianne Bodeen 
Barbara & Keith Byers 
Candles by Leah 
DebÕs Bead !ings 
Alison Fitzgerald 
Ellen Folts 
Cli#ord & Shirley Gay 
Maryalice Giroux 
Greg Gloor 
Lynn Hithe 
Debrah Hoppe 
Linda & David Hudson 
Charlie & Patty Johnson 
Michelle Lassiter 
Margaret Love 
Magen Howell Photography 
James Martin

Margaret McLaughlin 
Mount Vernon 
Potomac Kempo 
David & Charlene Pritzker 
Amanda Ridlington 
Datie Rogers 
Holly Santillo 
Dr. & Mrs. William Tanner 
Wear Ever Jewelry 

PATRON 
($100Ð$199) 
Anonymous ACS Members (8) 
Alexandria Wellness Center 
Megan Anderson 
Bags by Leah K. 
Samantha Calkins 
ClarissaÕs Creations 
Sharon Collins 
Colonial Alexandria Tours 
Diane Erbland 
Christopher Fish 
Katherine Grainey 
Great Harvest Bakery 
Virginia Hannums 
Michael Hoppe 
Imagination Stage 
Brian J. Isaac 
Ashley Jordan 
Kiskadee 
Matthew Latuszek 
DeWayne Lawrence 
Janie Lee 
J.W. Longacher 
Ashley Manning 
Alan Morris 
Tracy Nielsen-Ne# 
J.J. Norman 
Karen A. Pagano 
Pohick Bay Golf Course 
Powerful Healing Arts 
Sunrita Sakar 
WegmanÕs 
Charles Woodward 

DONOR 
($50Ð$99) 
Stephen Ackert 
Anonymous ACS Member 
Bridget Baker-White 
Michael Bianco 
Katilin Costello 
Edwin Crawford 
Joan Daly 
Moni$ue Doussard 
Carl J. Ellinwood, Jr.

Susan Flaatten 
Flight Trampoline Park 
!omas Gatesman 
Phyllis Gonigam 
Laurel Goodell 
Rasneek Gujral 
Jill Heit 
Howard Ja#e 
D. Terence Langendoen 
Little !eatre of Alexandria 
Lost Dog Cafe 
Douglas Lovejoy 
LuLaRoe Terra DeLong 
Laurie MacNamara 
Darlene Martin 
Meadowlark / NoVa Parks 
Metro Run & Walk 
Paula K. Midock 
James Mignerey 
Kelly Miskowski 
Travis Niles 
Samuel Parks 
Douglas Powers 
Sathiera Prompol 
Brent Schultheis 
Pooja Seth 
Alexa Shelley 
Stacy Tanner 
T%Õs Hair Studio 
Barbara Treese 
Gilbert Wascak 
You Deserve Massage! 

FRIEND 
($25Ð$49) 
Anonymous ACS Member 
Erin Cornette 
Kirsten Dougherty 
Nancy Eddy 
John Fabros 
Robert Faherty 
Michael Gale 
Michael Harrington 
Lonnie Hulse 
Leah Kirk 
McKenzie Midock 
Karen Minatelli 
Vell Rives 
R.D. & M.T.D. Sansone 
Pamela Schultheis 
Stefan Sidahmed 
Kay Sidahmed 
Lawrence Siebers 
Jennifer Smith 
!e Soap Nanny!
Trader JoeÕs



THE ALEXANDRIA CHORAL SOCIETY WOULD LIKE 
TO THANK THE SPONSORS OF THE COMMISSIONED 
WORKS PRESENTED AT THIS CONCERT: 

THANK YOU FOR HELPING US BRING NEW CHORAL 
WORKS TO LIFE Ñ WE APPRECIATE YOUR SUPPORT!

THATÕS ONE SMALL STEPÉ 
T A W N I E   O L S O N 

PARTIAL LUNAR ECLIPSE, 
SEPT. 7TH, 2006 
L O R I   L A I T M A N

VIDA ANTOLIN-JENKINS 

RICHARD & ANNE SIMPSON 

MIMI GONIGAM STEVENS
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C!e sing with us!

Call us to schedule an auditi"! 

FAIRFAXCHORALSOCIETY.ORG 
703 642 3277 

OFFICE@FAIRFAXCHORALSOCIETY.ORG
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Martial Arts  
for Men, Women, and Children 

Self Defense | Fitness 
Discipline | Focus 

Flexibility | Balance 
Stress Relief | ConÞdence 

Try a Class Today!

�-�V�\�Y���S�V�J�H�[�P�V�U�Z���P�U���H�U�K���H�Y�V�\�U�K���(�S�L�_�H�U�K�Y�P�H����
� ^ � ^ � ^ � � � W � V � [ � V � T � H � J � R � L � T � W � V � � � J � V � T

�2�P�U�N�Z�[�V�^�U�L��
5958 Kingstowne Ctr #110!

Alexandria, VA 22315 
Call or Text Gary at!

(703) 206-8064

�6�S�K���;�V�^�U�L��
2050C Ballenger Ave!
Alexandria, VA 22314 

Call or Text Mark at 
(571) 336-7010

�/�\�U�[�P�U�N�[�V�U��
5914 North Kings Hwy!
Alexandria, VA 22303 

Call or Text Jessica at 
(571) 336-7021

�-�H�P�Y�S�P�U�N�[�V�U��
1535A N Quaker Lane!
Alexandria, VA 22302 

Call or Text Cassie at 
(571) 336-7063



ALEXANDRIA 
CHORAL SOCIETY 

2019/20 

S A V E   T H E   D A T E S

T H E   S P H E R E S 
OCTOBER 19   |   RACHEL M. SCHLESINGER CONCERT HALL

S E E K   O U T   L I G H T 
DECEMBER 14   |   VENUE TBA

P E R F O R M A N C E   A R T 
MARCH 7   |   GEORGE WASHINGTON MASONIC MEMORIAL

A N   A M E R I C A N   S O N G B O O K 
MAY 9   |   CONVERGENCE ARTS INITIATIVE


