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14     SINGERS


JESSICA SAYLER, DIRECTOR
Ruby Atkisson

Maxine Atkisson

Angela Benitez Barrios

Emma Bidwell

Kaeli Carstens

Za’Shaun Conteh-Brown

Gabriel Coutin-Salamanca

Schuyler Diehl

Kiley Finnegan

Naiyah Garay

Evelyn Gennarelli

June Gunter

Dean Hadaway

Claire Henel

Cassandra Esther Hernandez

John Hillanbrand

Ella Jackson

Kaylee Johnson 
Catherine Johnson

Amelia Jones

Carina Katz

Hope Keber

Annalena Keeton

Norah Kern

Addy Koly

Ruselyn Krenik

Adrian Lawlor

Rebecca Marietta

Georgianna McCracken 
Marquis


Marie McKenzie

Meghan Munipalla

Priya Munipalla

Amelia Ruth Parks

Miriam Perez-Lopez

Harper Ramsey

Abby Sandoval

Sylvia Scott

Sam Sleeter

Audrey Stouffer

Sadie Szamosfalvi

Daniel Upham

Alanis Urias Santana

Elanor Webber

Victoria Williamson

Joel Wright

Eliza Yuda

Lev Zhiryakov

Scan this QR code to donate to the GWMS Choral 
Program. We greatly appreciate your tax-deductible 

donations, which help to offset program costs and provide 
scholarships for travel competitions for our singers.



15     ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Founded in 1970, Alexandria Choral Society aspires to 
enhance the cultural life of the city of Alexandria by presenting 
diverse and engaging musical programs at the highest artistic 
level. Alexandria Choral Society ensembles consistently offer 
meaningful and exciting musical experiences to both singers 
and audiences through diverse repertoire, education, 
community outreach, and performance excellence.


Interim Artistic Director Kathryn Harsha holds 
a Master of Music in Conducting from the 
Cleveland Institute of Music and a Bachelor of 
Arts in PIano Performance from Bluffton 
University. While studying at the Sorbonne in 
Paris, she served as Assistant Conductor of 
the Chorale des Étudiants Etrangères and 
studied conducting at the Messiaen 

Conservatoire in Saint-Maurice, France.


Ms. Harsha served as Music Director of the Lakeland Civic 
Orchestra for eight seasons and Opera per Tutti, now the 
Cleveland Opera Theater. Kathryn has been the Music Director 
of the Sing Out! for Cleveland Rape Crisis Center Benefit since 
2002, where the Visionary Voice award was named in her honor 
in 2018. These concerts have raised millions of dollars for the 
center, transforming its work and scope.


For the last four seasons, Kathryn served the Peabody 
Children’s Chorus in various capacities, beginning as Assistant 
Director and Accompanist, and later adding on the role of 
Chorus Manager. Prior to her work at Peabody, she was on the 
faculty at the Opus Community Music School, and served as 
Executive Director for five years, overseeing a significant 
transformation of the organization and expansion of musical 
opportunities for all ages.


She has conducted choruses and orchestras across the U.S. and 
abroad, with notable performanes in France, Italy, Austria, and 
Germany, recently conducting in Severance Hall and at the 
Kennedy Center. She currently conducts ensembles for Encore 
Creativity in Silver Spring, Rockville, and Annapolis.


Kathryn is honored to serve as the Artistic Director of the 
Alexandria Choral Society for its 54th season.
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Andre Leonard i s a dynamic and 
accomplished pianist, conductor, and music 
director, with a diverse range of experiences 
that speak to his passion for music and 
dedication to his craft. In 2022, Andre was 
honored to win the Gold Medal at the 
Boston International Piano Competition and, 
in 2017, the Gold Medal at the Aloha 

International Piano Competition, cementing his reputation as 
one of the foremost pianists of his generation.


In addition to Andre’s achievements in the competitive arena, 
he also had the privilege of serving as Music Director for the 
installation of the Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune statue in the U.S. 
Capitol, as well as an Artist-in-Residence at the Kennedy Center 
and the Kettering Legacy Center. Andre’s work as Music 
Director for Adventure Theater and the CAPPA Chorale have 
allowed him to bring his talents to a diverse range of 
audiences. His role as vocal coach and pianist for the world 
premiere opera On the Road to Arivaca allowed for 
commitment to new and groundbreaking work in the field.


Andre’s musical accomplishments have also extended to the 
performance world. As a recitalist for the Washington Piano 
Society and an Artist-in-Residence for the Friday Morning Music 
Club and the Alliance for New Music Theater, he has honed 
skills as a collaborative musician. Working as a conductor for 
the iconic Howard Theater production of The Return of Jakie 
Mom’s Mabley allowed the showcase of unique perspective 
and musical voice.


Ms. Jessica Sayler has been an educator 
and school administrator for over 23 years. 
She graduated with a Bachelor of Arts from 
the prestigious choral program at Luther 
College in Decorah, Iowa, double majoring 
in Choral Music Education and Spanish, and 
is currently completing her Masters in 
Curriculum & Instruction with an ESL 

emphasis at UVA. During her undergraduate studies at Luther, 
Ms. Sayler participated in the mixed and women’s choirs, 
musical theater, a rock opera, and served as president of the 
Women’s Choir under the direction of renowned choral director 
Weston Noble. Ms. Sayler is a classically trained soprano, 
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having studied in the vocal studio of Dr. David Judisch at 
Luther.


Ms. Sayler’s teaching and school administration career took her 
to southern Spain after college, where she lived and raised her 
family for 17 years. There she established a secondary school 
choir, directed church music, and arranged choral works for her 
adult a cappella choir. Ms. Sayler performed as a featured 
vocalist in De Falla’s orchestral and choral work Atlántida in 
Cadiz, Spain, and as a soloist in Fauré’s Requiem in Cordoba, 
Spain. As a hobby, she was also lead vocalist for a soul band 
and a bluegrass band during her time in Spain. Ms. Sayler 
returned to the U.S. in 2016 and taught K-5 Music and Choir in 
Spanish at Mount Vernon Community School for six years 
before taking over the choral music program at George 
Washington Middle School in 2022.







proudly supports the

Alexandria Choral Society

the largest national woman-owned and founded

commercial general contractor

Martial Arts, Fitness, and 
Self Defense for Everyone! 

Self Defense | Fitness 

Discipline | Focus 

Flexibility | Balance 

Stress Relief | Confidence 

Try a Class Today!

Kingstowne - (703) 206-8064 
Old Towne - (571) 336-7010 
Fairlington - (571) 336-7063 

National Landing - (571) 412-8585 
Huntington - (571) 336-7021 

Five locations in and around Alexandria! 
w w w . p o t o m a c k e m p o . c o m



The Jen Walker Team knows how important our community is. With over 35 years 
of calling this place home, Jen, Sue, Micki, Adrianna, and Nancy demonstrate 
their devotion to Alexandria and beyond through their involvement with over  

30 charitable community organizations and leadership roles. 
 

For them, it’s about giving back and advocating for their community.

 The Jen Walker Team proudly 
supports the Alexandria Choral Society. 

(L-R) Jennifer Walker, Micki MacNaughton, Nancy Lacey,  
Suzanne Kovalsky & Adrianna Vallario 

JenWalker.com | Licensed in VA 
703.675.1566

SPREAD KINDNESS  BUILD COMMUNITY
JEN WALKER TEAM

McEnearney Associates, Realtors | 109 S Pitt St, Alexandria, VA 22314 
McEnearney.com | 703.549.9292 | Equal Housing Opportunity



The Virginia Chamber Orchestra 
Announces the 2023-24 Season! 

 

MARCOLIVIA CLICKS WITH  BARTOK 
Award-winning violin and violin/viola classical music duo 

 
Saturday, October 21, 2023, at 8:00PM  

The Falls Church Episcopal,  
 

 REMEMBERING FAURE 
 Alexandria Choral Society  

Side by Side: VCO & American University Symphony  
 

Saturday, March 9, 2024, at 8:00PM  
Capital One Hall, Tysons, Virginia. 

 
BRIAN GANZ ENCHANTS WITH BEETHOVEN 

“one of the leading pianists of his generation” 
 

Sunday, April 12, 2017, at 4:00PM  
Capital One Hall in Tysons, Virginia. 

 




