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LUX: THE DAWN FROM ON HIGH

HARP

_]acquclynnc Fontaine, soprano | _]olmny Bcas]cy, tenor

I. ILLUMINARE
Per viscera misericordiae
Dei nostri
in quibus visitavit
nos oriens ex alto
illuminare his qui in tenebris
et in umbra mortis sedent
ad dirigendos pedes nostros
in viam pacis.
Lux ex alto,
veni nos illuminare.
based on Luke 1:78-79
Lux de luce apparuisti Christe,
cui Magi munera offerunt,

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Antiphon for Epiphany, 14 century

By the mercy of our God
the dawn from on high

will break upon us,

to give light to those

who sit in darkness

and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet

into the way of peace.

Light from on high,

come illumine us.

You appeared as Light from light,
O Christ, to whom the Magi offered gifts,
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

DAN FORREST (b. 1978)
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II. LUX IN TENEBRIS
Lux fulgebit hodie super nos,
quia natus est nobis Dominus.
Introit for Christmas Dawn, 10th century
Lux in tenebris lucet
et tenebrae eam non superaverunt.
John 1:5
I1I. THE SUN NEVER SAYS
Even
After
All this time
The sun never says to the carth,
“You owe

Me.”

IV. GLORIA IN EXCELSIS
Gloria in excelsis Deo,
et in terra pax.
from Luke 2:14
V. CREATOR OF THE STARS OF NIGHT
Creator of the stars of night,
Thy people’s everlasting Lighe,
O Christ, Thou Savior of us all,

now hear Thy servants when we call. Amen.

Creator alme siderum

acterna lux credentium,

Christe rcdcmptor omnium

exaudi voces supplicum.

O Blest Creator of the light,

who made the day with radiance brigh,
and o'er the newborn world did call

the light from darkness firsc of all.

A light will shine on us today,
for the Lord is born unto us.

The light shines in darkness;
and the darkness has not overcome it.

Look
What happens
With a love like that,
It lights che
Whole
Sky.
Daniel Ladinsky (b. 1948), from The Gift

Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth, peace.

To God the Father, God the Son,
and God the Spirit, Three in One,
laud, honor, might, and glory be
from age to age, eternally. Amen.

... It lights the Whole Sky...
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Although composer Dan Forrest had been active in music in one way or another since starting piano
lessons at the age of cight (including winning awards in high school, earning a Bachelor and Master
of Music in piano performance at Bob Jones University and a Doctorate of Musical Arts in
composition from the University of Kansas, teaching composition at both of these universities, and
winning the ASCAP Morton Gould Award for Young Composers in 2006), he may be said to have
achieved public renown with the premicere performance of his “Arise, Shine” at Carnegie Hall in
2007. His first large commissioned choral work, Requiem for the Living, was premiered in 2013. This
was followed by Jubilate Deo for children’s choir in 2016 and this evening’s featured work, LUX: The
Dawn From On High in 2018. His latest major choral work, the breath of life, was premiered in October
2019.

Forrest has been a prolific composer in other genres as well, including anthems and hymns for
church and community choirs, and instcrumental works for wind ensemble and solo instruments. He
is also active in music publishing, teaching, and mentoring other composers.

LUX: The Dawn From On High, is written in five movements and has an arch-like struccure, with
similarities between the firse (“Illuminare”) and fifth (“Creacor of the Stars of Night”), the second
(“Lux in Tenebris”) and fourth (“Gloria in Excelsis”), and something completely different (“The Sun
Never Says”) in the center. The uniting elements between the first and fifth movements are two: the
inclusion of soprano and tenor soloists and the use of a chant-like melodic structure. In fact, the
chant in the fifth movement, heard in both English and Latin, uses an actual 7th-century chant as the
main melody. The second and fourth movements have more rhythmic inctensity and a joyous
exuberance. All of these use ancient texts, both Biblical and liturgical, and the orchestral parts are
omnipresent.

In contrast, the lyrics of “The Sun Never Says” are from a poem which has a copyright date of 1999.
The mood is throughful, and the accompaniment is minimal. Those who are aware of Forrest’s deep
Christian faith may be tempted to wonder whether to a listener the “Sun” might be translated into
the “Son,” since all the other movements mention something related to Christmas. The first includes
a reference to the Magi, the second bcgins with a 10th-century Introit for Christmas Dawn, the
fourth is part of the Christmas story in the Gospel of Luke, and the fifth includes a choice between
two verses (of the many that exits) of the chant in English, one of which relates to the birth of the
Christ child. For this almost-springtime performance, we are using the other one, which refers to the
story of the Creation. The final verse, appropriately, is a “Gloria Patri.”

Forrest’s compositional style is very much of the present, with unexpected changes of meter and
harmony, and a wide range of sounds and sonorities in the orchestra. He is known for his skill in
writing melodic lines for all voices and instruments, and for his actention to the sounds, rhythms,
and meanings of the words he chooses to set to music. He could be described as a painter whose
palette, cnavas, and brushes are sounds, creating visual images with instruments and voices. The
result is an unforgetrable experience or both listeners and performers.

Mimi Stevens
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ALEXANDRIA CHORAL SOCIETY

SOPRANO
Jocelyn Bravo
Cienna Breen *
Samantha Calkins
Mandi C]mpm:m
Dot D:mncnbcrg
Jenna Dawkins *
Monique Doussard *
Diane Erbland
Claudia Fletcher

Jacquelynne Fontaine *

Rasneck Gujral *
Kayley Hannan
Catherine Harsono
Carolyn Jackson
Kristin Kasper *
Marie McCarthy
Katie McCoy
Margaret McLaughlin
Morgan Middleton
Karen Minatelli *
Brittany Morgan
Meghan Nevola
Ellienne Noonan
Andrea Steinacker
Nicole Thomson

ALTO TENOR
Bridget Baker-White *
Trudy Beddow

Anne Buckborough
Patricia Burson
Kaitlin Costello
Alison Fitzgerald *
Bridget Flaaen

James Martin

Alan Morris

Gary Roznovsky
Brent Schulcheis
Mimi Stevens
Rebecca Grisso Troy Tanner
Peggy Heiser Carl Zoolkoski
Lisa Jolms

Kara Kozikowski

Marion Lange

Kristina Meacham

Erin Riley *

Rachel Simms

Anne Simpson

Clarice Snyder

Erin Sutherland

KC Sykora

Stacy Tanner

Melissa Veneracion *

Allison Wickens

* Pro Coro Alexandria

Johnny Beasley *

Jeffrey Nickeson *

BASS

Michael Bianco *
Zachary Byers *
Cliff Gay

Joshua Heit

Terry Langcndocn
David Pritzker *
Vell Rives

Richard Simpson *
Wallace B. Wason, Jr.

WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN YOUTH ORCHESTRA

Devon Hoover, violin
Jonathan Larkin, cello
Parker Tremain, oboe
Rachel Hocker, flute
Jim Criswell, French horn

Victor Younge & Julio Archila, percussion



S ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Founded in 1970, the Alexandria Choral Society aspires to enhance the cultural life of the city of
Alexandria and surrounding communities by presenting diverse and engaging musical programs at
the highest artistic level. ACS ensembles consistently offer meaningful and exciting musical
experiences to both singers and audiences through diverse repertoire, education, community
outreach, and performance excellence.

Brian J. Isaac is honored to serve as the Artistic Director of the Alexandria
Choral Society (Alexandria, Va.). He is also the Artistic Director of Encore
Creativity for Older Adults (Annapolis, Md.), the nation’s largest nonprofic
choral arts organization for older adults, and the Founder/Artistic Director
of Church Circle Singers (Annapolis, Md.).

Brian was most recently the Managing Director for Arts Laurcate, a
recording team which delivered over 1,500 virtual performances across the
country during the Covid—19 pundcmic. Previous appointments include:
Artistic Director of the Williamsburg Choral Guild (Williamsburg, Va.),
music faculty at Encore University, Interim Director of Choral Music at
Thomas Nelson Communi[y Collcgc (Hamp[on, Va.), :Ldjunc[ music fﬂculty
at Tidewater Community College (Portsmouth, Va.) and Old Dominion
University (Norfolk, Va.), Assistant Conductor with the Washington
Master Chorale (\X/:Lshington, D.C.), and Director of Choirs at Damascus High School (Damascus, Md.).

Brian’s professional and community ensembles have commissioned and premicred new works by
composers such as Tawnic Olson, Lori Laitman, Christopher Hoh, Jonathan Kolm, and Ola Gijcilo.
Reviews include: “perfectly brilliant” (composer Dr. William Averite, Shenandoah Conservatory) and
having “fine balance” and “delivering sounds that ranged from sensitively soft to knock your socks off
soaring” (The Virginia Gazette).

Brian holds a Master of Music in music education from the Peabody Conservatory of the Johns Hopkins
University and a Bachelor of Music Education from Old Dominion University. A former Marine, Brian
also holds a Bachelor of Science in English from the United States Naval Academy.

Described as “brilliant” by The Pittsburgh Tribune, pianist Wei-Han Wu has
performed in venues such as the Chicago Cultural Center, the Kennedy
Center, Carnegic Hall's Weill Recital Hall, and the DiMenna Center for
Performing Arts (New York City). Committed to the performance and
promotion of new music, Mr. Wu served as pianist for the Aspen
Contemporary Ensemble (ACE) and is currently a member of the [Switch-
Ensemble], an ensemble dedicated to the performance of electroacoustic
music. Mr. Wu was recently featured as pianist with the Pittsburg New
Music Ensemble and was a guest soloist at the Third Practice Festival at the
University of Richmond, as well as at the 2017 New York City
Electroacoustic Music Festival (NYCEMF). He has worked with composers
such as John Adams, Lee Hyla, Steven Stucky, Osvaldo Golijov, Eric
Wubbels, and John Harbison.

As a vocal coach and accompanist, Mr. Wu has worked with artists such as Vinson Cole, Susanne Mentzer,
and Nancy Gustafson. In 2009 he was a participant in the first Castleton Music Festival, by inviation of
Maestro Lorin Maazel, to prepare the production of Benjamin Britten’s Beggar’s Opera. In 2012—13 he was a
fellow at the Tanglewood Music Center, where he worked closely with the vocal arts program. Most
recently, Mr. Wu was guest music director at the University of Alabama and the University of Colorado at
Boulder, working with students for their opera productions.

A member of Pi Kappa Lambda, Mr. Wu received his Bachelor’s degree from Northwestern University and



ABOUT THE ARTISTS 6

Master’s degrees from both the University of Michigan and Northwestern. He is the recipient of the
Distinguished Achievement Award from the Juilliard School, the Felicia Montealgre Fellowship from the
'l‘anglcwood Music Center, and the Collaborative Piano Fcllowship from Bard Col]cgc. He is the recipient
of a double D.M.A. degree from the Eastman School of Music, where he served as president of OSSIA New
Music and performs with the Musica Nova Ensemble.

Nadia Pessoa is an award-winning harpist whose career has taken her to
stages across North America, Europe, Brazil, and China. She rcgulquy
performs with The Washington Ballet, the Alcxandnn Symphony, the
Alexandria Choral Society, the Children’s Chorus of Washington, and
other local ensembles, and has been a featured performer at many of
Washington’s most notable events, including the Meridian Ball, State
Department receptions, concerts at the Washington National Cathedral,
and Christmas at The White House.

Nadia is a graudate of Indiana University and the University of Michigan,
with additional studies in Vienna, Austria. She has appcarcd as a soloist at
Carnegic Hall, Lincoln Center, and on the National Mall, and serves in the
U.S. Army.

The Washington Metropolitan Youth Orchestra is one of the region’s premiere youth orchestras and an
orchestral training program for advanced level musicians who desire to perform some of the greatest
symphonic works ever written. WMYO is also open to highly cxccp[ional middle school students who
have a long history with a private teacher.

A typical concert scason may include works by Tchaikovsky, Rimsky-Korsakov, Decbussy, Beethoven,
Stravinsky, Dvorak, and RJVCl WMYO also tackles works by Mahler, Bcrhoz Brahms, Rachmaninov, and
Bartdk. WMYO offers a unique, friendly, and supportive environment in which our arca’s youth learns the
art of‘grcat orchestral pcrforming and musical lcadcrship. In particulﬂr, our Orchestra offers its seniors the
opportunity to perform as concerto soloists.

Currently Music Director of the Washington Metropolitan  Youth
Orchestra, David Weigert received his undergraduate degree from the
Eastman School of Music and is trained as a clarinetist, violinist, and
pianist. He has performed with numerous collegiate and professional
ensembles on both clarinet and violin, including the Eastman
Philharmonia, Baylor Symphony, Greece Symphony, \X/ashington
Metropolitan Philharmonic, and Pasadena Philharmonic. Weigert has also
conducted several ensembles including the Jacobs School of Music
Philharmonic  Orchestra, Round Rock Symphony, Richland College
Orchestra, Baylor Symphony, Miami Music Festival Orchestra, and UNT
Symphony Orchestra.




ABOUT ACS

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Alison Fitzgerald President
Cienna Breen President Elect & Director of Communications
Rasneek Gujral Treasurer
Zachary Byers Secretary
JJ Norman Immediate Past President
Johnny Beasley Director of Information Technology
Jenna Dawkins Director of Grant Management
Carolyn Jackson Director of Fundraising
Kristin Kasper Director of Marketing
Kate Seno Bradshaw Director ofBox Qﬁ[ice Management

Michael Bianco Jeffrey Nickeson Erin Sutherland
Patricia Burson Erin Riley Sarah Wise
Members-At-Large

Heather Cruz  Rebecca Grisso
Advisory Members

Joshua Heit  Kristina Meacham  David Pritzker Mimi Stevens
Honorary Members

Bridget Baker-White

Executive Director

, PO Box 406
f< Alexandria, VA 22313

CHORAL 7039517849
; S O C l E TY AlexandriaChoralSociety.org

Facebook: Facebook.com/AlexandriaChoralSociety
Twitter: @ AlexChoral Instagram: @AlexChoral

Join our Friends of ACS mailing list and never miss a beat!
AlexandriaChoralSociety.org/contact



SUPPORT

EXECUTIVE CIRCLE
($1,000+)
Alexandria Commission
for the Arts
American Sentry Solar
Vida Antolini]enkins
Cienna Breen
Zachary Byers
Christopher Larsen,
CSL Consulting, LLC
Patricia Haldeman
Joshua Heit
Brian Isaac
D. Terence Langendoen
Laurie MacNamara
JJ Norman
Richard & Anne Simpson
Andrea Steinacker
Virginia Commission for the Arts

MAJOR BENEFACTOR
($500-$999)
Bridget Baker-White
Keith & Barbara Byers
Czr]ylc Council
Chris Cosner
Gregory & Julia Cosner
Heather Cruz
Disney Corporation
Marfe Ferguson
Alison Lnndgrﬂf‘Fitzgemld
Rebecca Grisso
Kristin Kasper
Brian Hak, Mannakee
Kristina Meacham
Thomas & Joan Molinaro
Margarer & Robert Riehn
Dennis Simpson &

Lisa Sigona-Simpson
Mimi Stevens

BENEFACTOR
($200-$499)
AmazonSmile
Gertrude Beddow
Patricia Burson
Lisa Carlson
Charities Aid Foundation
of America
Custom Ink
The Estate of Ruth & Larry Sicbers
Clifford Gay
Rasneck Gujral
Czrolyn Jackson
Mary Lehrer
James Martin
Maria McCall-Dorsey
Matthew Manughlin
Gary Covington & Kristi Mcacham

Parlfairfax

David & Charlene Pritzker
Carol Proudfit

Kate Seno Bradshaw

Kay & Stefan Sidahmed
K.C. Sykora

Troy & Stacy Tanner
Benjamin & Emil}' Tsai

PATRON

($100-$199)

Christian A. Amonson

Dennis, Cindy, & Hansen Breen
Cynthia Breen

Anne Buckborough

Richard & Diann Buxton
Samantha Calkins

Sharon Collins

Kaitlin Costello

June Dawkins
Jenna Dawkins

Charlie Doherty
Monique Kerber Doussard &
Aleksandar Jovovic
Diane Erbland
Peter Erbland
Catherine Flaatten
Claudia Fletcher
Sarah Goldsmith
Ginger Hannums
Haute Dogs & Fries
Peggy Heiser
Dcbra S. Hoppe
Michael Hoppe
Dave & Linda Hudson
Seth Hudson
Wayne Lehrer
Margaret MCL:«ughlin
Karen Minatelli
Kc‘lly Miskowski
Amanda Ridlington
Erin Ri]cy

Jim Shaffran

Emi]iy Thomas

Ella Wilcox

DONOR
($50-$99)
Bernadette Baker
Kathryn Bakich
Michael Bianco
Barbara Burnett
The Gale F:lmily
Phyllis Gonigam
Lyndscy Gore
Rebecca Harper
Michael larringron
Marion Lange
K:lthryn McCoy

Network for Good
Alison Rebecca

Vell & Carmen Rives
Dean Rust

Jim Schlichting
Kerriann Shabanowitz
Clarice Snyder

Chcryl Sticklc‘y

Erin Sutherland

Kelly Swiney

FRIEND
($25-$49)
Catherine Ahern Barrett
Dianne Bodeen
Susan Bowyer
Diana Burson
Ladell Cruz
Robert & Claudia Faherty
John Gniadek

Jill Heit

Mr. & Mrs. |. Heit
Gavin Hilgemeier
Ashley Jordan
Ryan Jordan

Ian Kessler-Gowell
Rebecca Long
Amy Magnus
Laura Mazarini
Carol McCarthy
Kylic Murray
Corey Parker
Brent Schultheis
Joan Singer

SUPPORTER
(85-$24)
Amanda Bianco
Michael Bradshaw
Dot Dannenberg
Matthew Fitting
Ingrid Gonzalez
Tamara Joy

Steve Ely Kalnoske
Camille Livcly
Bartholomew Lyons
Ginny Parks

Lisa Phinney
Catherine Rilcy
Michael Secrist
Lauren Singh
Kelly Sorenson

J

Sean Vincent
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SOCIETY SUSTAINERS

CONDUCTOR’S CIRCLE
Support ACS with a donation of $100 per month ($1,200 per year).

SOLOIST’S CIRCLE
Support ACS with a donation of $50 per month ($600 per year).

Cienna Breen D. Terence L:mgcndocn Anne Simpson
Zachar}' Byers Laurie MacNamara Mimi Stevens
Joshua Heit JJ Norman

CHORAL CIRCLE
Support ACS with a donation of $16.66 per month ($200 per year).

Bridget Baker-White Alison Fitzgerald Rebecca Grisso

SILENT AUCTION DONORS

10 Thousand Villages Great Harvest Bakery Northern Virginia Parks
Advanced Dermatology & Hardwood Artisans Authority

Cosmetic Surgery Catherine Harsono Kevin Pace
William & Bernadette Baker Peggy Heiser Pacers Running
Bridget & Andy Baker-White lan Kessler-Gowell Pampered Pet Boutique &
Trudy Beddow Little Theater of Alexandria Bakery
Patricia Burson Luray Caverns Rocket Fizz
Dawn the Tour Guide Mount Vernon Ladies’ Sunrise Senior Living
Jacquelynne Fontaine Association of the Union Trader Joe’s

Rebecca Grisso

The Alexandria Choral Society wishes to express its appreciation to the following persons and organizations:
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Mimi Stevens

Our season is supported in part by the Cicy of Alexandria, the Virginia Commission for the Arts,
and the National Endowment for the Arts.

VIRGINIA NAT
COMMISSION ENDOWMENT

SARTS

arts.gov

A41ts

SUPPORT ACS WITH A DONATION TODAY!
ALEXANDRIACHORALSOCIETY.ORG/SUPPORT
The Alexandria Choral Society thanks you for your generous support!

This listing recognizes donations made through March 12, 2022.
If your name was inadvertently omitted or incorrectly listed, please advise us at AlexandriaChoralSociery@gmail.com.
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