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RING OUT, YE BELLS! DALE TRUMBORE (b. 1987)

Ring out, ye bells! 
All Nature swells 
With gladness at the wondrous story, Ñ 
!e world was lorn 
But Christ is born 
To change our sadness into glory. 

Sing, earthlings, sing! 
To-night a King 
Hath come from heavenÕs high throne to bless 

us. 
!e outstretched hand 
OÕer all the land 
Is raised in pity to caress us. 

Come at his call; 
Be joyful all; 
Away with mourning and with sadness! 
!e heavenly choir 
With holy "re 
!eir voices raise in songs of gladness.

!e darkness breaks 
And Dawn awakes, 
Her cheeks su#used with youthful blushes. 
!e rocks and stones 
In holy tones 
Are singing sweeter than the thrushes. 

!en why should we 
In silence be, 
When Nature lends her voice to praises; 
When heaven and earth 
Proclaim the truth 
Of Him for whom that lone star blazes? 

No, be not still, 
But with a will 
Strike all your harps and set them ringing; 
On hill and heath 
Let every breath 
!row all its power into singing! 

Paul Laurence Dunbar (1872Ð1906)
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THE FROST KATHLEEN ALLAN (b. 1989)

!e frost that stings like "re upon my cheek, 
!e loneliness of this forsaken ground, 
!e long white dri# upon whose powdered 

peak 
I sit in the great silence as one bound; 
!e rippled sheet of snow where the wind 

blew 
Across the open "elds for miles ahead; 
!e far-o$ city towered and roofed in blue

A tender line upon the western red; 
!e stars that singly, then in %ocks appear, 
Like jets of silver from the violet dome, 
So wonderful, so many and so near, 
And then the golden moon to light me homeÑ 
!e crunching snowshoes and the stinging air, 
And silence, frost, and beauty everywhere 

Archibald Lampman (1861Ð99), Winter Uplands

T
C A R O L 

to be announced from the s!age

T
THE HURON CAROL TRADITIONAL 

arr. SUSAN LABA!R (b.1981) 

Pro Coro Alexandria

ÕTwas in the moon of winter-time 
When all the birds had %ed, 
!at mighty Gitchi Manitou 
Sent angel choirs instead; 
Before their light the stars grew dim, 
And wandering hunters heard the hymn: 

ÒJesus your King is born, Jesus is born, 
In excelsis gloria.Ó 

Within a lodge of broken bark 
!e tender Babe was found, 
A ra&ed robe of rabbit skin 
EnwrappÕd His beauty round; 
But as the hunter braves drew nigh, 
!e angel song rang loud and highÉ

!e earliest moon of winter-time 
Is not so round and fair 
As was the ring of glory 
On the helpless infant there. 
!e chiefs from far before him knelt 
With gi#s of fox and beaver pelt. 

O children of the forest free, 
O sons of Manitou, 
!e Holy Child of earth and heaven 
Is born today for you. 
Come kneel before the radiant Boy 
Who brings you beauty, peace, and joy. 

Jesse Edgar Middleton (1872Ð1960)
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MASTERS IN THIS HALL TRADITIONAL 
arr. WILLIAM AVERI!  (b. 1948)

Masters in this Hall, hear ye news to-day 
Brought from over sea, and ever I you pray. 

Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell sing we clear! 
Holpen are all folk on Earth, born is GodÕs Son so 

dear! 
Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell sing we loud! 
God today hath poor folk raised and cast a-down 

the proud. 

!en to BethlÕem town we went two by two, 
And in a sorry place heard the oxen low.

!erein did we see a sweet and goodly May 
And a fair old man, upon the straw she lay. 
And a little child on her arm had she, 
ÒWot ye who this is?Ó said the hinds to me. 

!is is Christ the Lord, Masters, be ye glad! 
Christmas is come in, and no folk should be sad. 

William Morris (1834Ð96)

I WONDER AS I WANDER "OHN "ACOB NILES (1892Ð1980)

Nadia Pessoa & GrŽta Krist’n çsgeirsson, harpists

T
C A R O L 

to be announced from the s!age

T
GOOD PEOPLE ALL, THIS CHRISTMASTIME           TRADITIONAL 
THE WEXFORD CAROL                                                           arr. CHRISTOPHER J. HOH (b. 1959)

Good people all, this Christmastime, consider well and bear in mind 
What our good God for us has done, in sending his beloved Son. 
With Mary holy we should pray to God with love this Christmas Day; 
In Bethlehem upon that morn there was a blessed Messiah born. 

!e night before that happy tide the noble Virgin and her guide 
Were long time seeking up and down to "nd a lodging in the town. 
But mark how all things came to pass; from every door repelled alas! 
As long foretold, their refuge all was but an humble oxÕs stall. 

Near Bethlehem did shepherds keep their #ocks of lambs and feeding sheep; 
To whom GodÕs angels did appear, which put the shepherds in great fear. 
ÒPrepare and go,Ó the angels said, Òto Bethlehem, be not afraid; 
For there youÕll "nd, this happy morn, a princely babe, sweet Jesus born.Ó 

With thankful hear and joyful mind, the shepherds went the babe to "nd, 
And as GodÕs angel had foretold, they did our saviour Christ behold. 
Within a manger he was laid, and by his side the virgin maid, 
Attending on the Lord of life, who came on earth to end all strife.
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SEEK OUT LIGHT 
from AMONG ANGELS

WILL TODD (b. 1970)

Seek out light and bind it to your own light. 
Fear not you the dark. 
We carry you on so! wide wings. 

Ben Dunwell

T
C A R O L 

to be announced from the s!age

T
STUDY WAR NO MORE                                     !OSHUA FISHBEIN (b. 1984)

Pro Coro Alexandria

Lo yisa goi el goi cherev. 
VÕlo YilÕmÕdu od milchamah. 

Isaiah 2:4

Nation shall not li! up sword against nation. 
Let them learn no longer the ways of war.

We "ght a "erce war within. 
What is the point of "ghting with others? 

Out beyond ideas of wrongdoing and rightdoing, there is a "eld. 
IÕll meet you there. 

Jal"l al-D#n Muhammad R$m# (1207Ð73), trans. Brad Gooch, Maryam Mor!az, Coleman Barks

!ESUS CHRIST THE APPLE TREE                  ELIZABETH POSTON (1905Ð87)

#e tree of life my soul hath seen, 
Laden with fruit, and always green: 
#e trees of nature fruitless be 
Compared with Christ the apple tree. 

His beauty doth all things excel: 
By faith I know, but neÕer can tell 
#e glory which I now can see 
In Jesus Christ the apple tree. 

For happiness I long have sought, 
And pleasure dearly I have bought: 
I missed of all; but now I see 
ÕTis found in Christ the apple tree.

IÕm weary with my former toil, 
Here I will sit and rest awhile: 
Under the shadow I will be 
Of Jesus Christ the apple tree. 

#is fruit doth make my soul to thrive, 
It keeps my dying faith alive; 
Which makes my soul in haste to be 
With Jesus Christ the apple tree.
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T
C A R O L S 

to be announced from the s!age

T
MAGNIFICAT 
from the COLLEGIUM REGALE service

HERBERT HOWELLS (1892Ð1983)

My soul doth magnify the Lord. 
And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold, from henceforth, all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magni!ed me and holy is his Name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm, he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their 

hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath !lled the hungry with good things and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 
As he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Glory be to the father, and to the son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

SURE ON THIS SHINING NIGHT          MORTEN LAURIDSEN (b. 1943) 
from NOCTURNES

Sure on this shining night 
Of star made shadows round, 
Kindness must watch for me 
"is side the ground. 
"e late year lies down the north. 
All is healed, all is health.

High summer holds the earth. 
Hearts all whole. 
Sure on this shining night. 
I weep for wonder wandÕring far alone 
Of shadows on the stars. 

James Agee (1909Ð55)
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Alexandria Choral Society has long been known for its creative programming, and this concert is no 
exception. It celebrates the holiday season with an eclectic mix of familiar carols, composersÕ 
arrangements of traditional carols, and new compositions by living composers. !e concert opens 
with Dale TrumboreÕs winning composition in the 2013 VocalEssence ÒWelcome Christmas Carol 
Contest,Ó Ring Ou!, Ye Bells! !e text is by American poet Paul Laurence Dunbar (1872Ð1906). !e 
child of freed slaves, Dunbar was born and raised in Ohio; his "rst poems were published in a 
Dayton newspaper. He was the "rst African-American poet to become nationally known. A line 
from one of his poems inspired the title of Maya AngelouÕs I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings. 

Dale Trumbore is a writer as well as a composer. She graduated from the University of Maryland 
with a dual degree in Music Composition and English, and holds a Master of Music from the 
University of Southern California. She o#en sets poems, prose or other words of living writers, and 
has recently published her "rst book, S!aying Composed, a self-help book Ò... not only for composers, 
but for performers, writers, and any other creatives.Ó 

Canadian composer Kathleen Allan is the Director of Choral Studies and Associate Conductor of 
Orchestras at the Vancouver Academy of Music. She has held conducting positions with several 
prominent choral groups, and holds a masterÕs degree in choral conducting from Yale Universitry 
and a degree in composition from the University of British Columbia. 

She has chosen a poem by Archibald Lampman (1861Ð1899) for "e Frost, a composition 
commissioned by Univox, a Toronto choir. LampmanÕs most characteristic work sensitively records 
the feelings evoked by scenes and incidents of northern landscapes and seasons, and this is clearly 
demonstrated in "e Frost, both in LampmanÕs words and in AllanÕs musical interpretation of them. 

Susan LaBarr served as the Missouri Composer Laureate for 2012 and 2013. She is a graduate of 
Missouri State University and an editor at Walton Music, a venerable music publishing "rm. Her 
arrangement of CanadaÕs oldest Christmas song, Iesous Ahattonnia, is published as "e Huron Carol 
and inscribed, ÒFor the Inaugural Concert of the Tennessee Chamber Chorus,Ó conducted by her 
husband, Cameron LaBarr. 

!e carol dates from about 1643, when a Jesuit missionary among the Hurons, Jean de BrŽbeuf, wrote 
the original lyrics in the Wyandot language to tell the story of Christmas to the Huron/Wyandot 
people of Canada. Martyred in 1649, de BrŽbeuf was canonized in 1930 and is now the patron saint of 
Canada. 

!e carol as we know it today is a traditional French folk tune, with English lyrics written in 1926 by 
Canadian journalist Jesse Edgar Middleton (1872Ð1960). !e only non-English words in MiddletonÕs 
lyrics are ÒGitchi ManitouÓ as the name of God, which are in an Algon$uian language rather than 
the Wyandot original. 

A traditional French carol translated into English by William Morris (1834Ð1896), Masters in this Hall 
has been given a lively arrangement by William Averitt, Professor Emeritus and longtime faculty 
member of the Shenandoah Conservatory of Shenandoah University in Winchester, Virginia. 
AverittÕs numerous compositions have been performed throughout the United States and in Western 
Europe, Russia, and Asia. He has written commissioned works for universities, performing 
organizations, and individual artists. Alexandria Choral Society included one of these, "e Deepness 
of the Blue, in the opening concert of its 2018Ð19 season. 

Washington area composer Christopher J. Hoh has used the words of the "rst line of the text, ÒGood 
people all, this Christmastime,Ó as the title for his arrangement of a traditional Irish carol. "e 
Wexford Carol (in Irish, Carœl Loch Garman, or Carœl Inis C—rthaidh a#er the Irish name of its place of 
origin) dates from the twel#h century, and is one of the oldest European carols surviving today. !e 
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words are strophic; that is, a series of verses all sung to the same tune. !e modal tune is lovely and, 
like many Irish melodies, "uickly becomes unforgettable, although it has been su#ested that the 
tune is not as old as the words, probably not originating until the eighteenth or even the nineteenth 
century. 

HohÕs formal education and career have been in international a$airs. He graduated from 
Georgetown University and joined the U.S. diplomatic service in 1984. Kerry Krebill, artistic 
director of Helena (MT) Choral Week (and former artistic director of Alexandria Choral Society), 
selected Hoh as Composer-in-Residence for 2008, premiering a double choir work, Holy, Holy, Holy 
Is !e Lord God of Hosts, and giving a concert of his music. His works have been performed by her 
singers on tour in several European cities, including Sarajevo and Vienna, where Hoh was serving in 
the US embassies. 

It may seem odd to use the term ÒminimalistÓ about a work which has sixteen voice parts and two 
concert harps, but there is something about Among Angels that invokes memories of Philip GlassÕs 
Koyaanisqatsi, although the message is completely opposite. Instead of the pessimism of the %lm for 
which Glass created the sound score (for those who are not familiar with it, the Hopi word of the 
title means ÒLife Out of BalanceÓ), English composer Will Todd is presenting a message of hope and 
reassurance. !e repeated words ÒFear not you the darkÓ evolve into ÒWe carry you on so&, wide 
wings,Ó while other voices and two harps create the sound of the wings as the angels live up to their 
promise. 

!e movement performed today, which is actually the third of the four that make up the whole 
piece, gives this concert its title. !e adjuration to ÒSeek out light and bind it to your own light,Ó 
returns to the promise that the angels Òcarry you.Ó 

Will Todd is well known for combining jazz and blues with choral music. He is an accomplished jazz 
pianist whose compositions also include opera and musical theatre, and his anthem !e Call of 
Wisdom was commissioned by St PaulÕs Cathedral for the Diamond Jubilee !anksgiving Service in 
2012. !e work, which was performed before 'ueen Elizabeth II, has also been performed by 
Alexandria Choral Society. 

Although the title su#ests an African-American spiritual, Joshua FishbeinÕs composition Study War 
No More actually juxtaposes Hebrew words from the Book of Isaiah with modern English translations 
of 13th-century Muslim poet Jalal Al-Din Rumi, in a protest against violence and, in the words of the 
composer, Òinvites the listener to an abstract place without war.Ó It was composed for the 2017 
Interfaith !anksgiving Worship Service at Bradley Hills Presbyterian Church in Bethesda, Md, held 
jointly with Idara-e-Jaferia, the Intercultural Community Center, and Bethesda Jewish 
Congregation. !e beautiful poetic translations of RumiÕs poetry are the work of Brad Gooch, 
Maryam Mortaz, and Coleman Barks. 

Dr. FishbeinÕs music has won many awards for his vocal and instrumental music. He teaches on the 
music theory faculty at !e Peabody Institute of Johns Hopkins University, and earned his Ph.D. in 
music from the University of California, Los Angeles; his Master of Music from the San Francisco 
Conservatory of Music; and his undergraduate degrees in music and psychology from Carnegie 
Mellon University. He also directs a High Holy Day Choir at Bethesda Jewish Congregation. 

Jesus Christ the Apple Tree is an anonymous poem written in the 18th century and %rst set to music by 
the New England composer Jeremiah Ingalls (1764Ð1838), but the more familiar tune for the carol 
was written by Elizabeth Poston with a copyright date of 1967. !e poem presents a charming 
metaphor, telling how the apple tree is laden with fruit, full of beauty, and provider of happiness, 
cooling shade, and food for the soul. 

Poston, who attended the Royal Academy of Music in London, was encouraged in her career as a 
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composer by such musical luminaries as Ralph Vaughan Williams and Peter Warlock. She spent most 
of the 1930s traveling abroad, studying architecture and collecting folksongs. On her return to 
England, she joined the BBC, and during World War II she is said to have sent coded messages to 
allies by the records she played during BBC broadcasts. In addition to composing music, she wrote 
articles and program notes, and edited anthologies of folksongs, carols and hymns. She was also a 
performer on piano and harpsichord. 

!e Magni!icat and the Nunc Dimittis are biblical canticles used as part of the Anglican Service of 
Evening Prayer. English composer Herbert Howells wrote twenty settings of this combination of 
canticles. !e Magni!icat performed alone is an appropriate choice for a concert in the Christmas 
season, being the words of Mary. !e setting heard in ths concert is considered one of his "nest, 
written for the KingÕs College, Cambridge, also known as Collegium Regale. It opens with the 
soprano alone, soon joined by the second soprano and alto. When we reach the line, ÒHe hath shewÕd 
strength with his arm,Ó the menÕs voices join, and remain until the rich are sent empty away. !e 
womenÕs voices return for the "nal peaceful words, and are again rejoined by the men for the Gloria 
Patri which always concludes the canticle. 

Howells served some sixty years at London's Royal College of Music as professor of composition. 
During that time he was also Professor of Music at London University, was interim director of music 
at St. John's Chapel, Cambridge University, during the Second World War, and succeeded Gustav 
Holst as director of music at St. Paul's Girls' School, London. !e preeminent pupil of Sir C. Hubert 
H. Parry and Sir Charles Villiers Stanford, he had a distinguished career as a composer, teacher, 
writer and adjudicator. 

Howells is known in this country for having been commissioned to compose a work for the funeral 
of President John F. Kennedy, and many of his works are part of the standard repertoire for choirs 
the world over. 

A poem by James Agee (1909Ð1955) provides the text for the "nal selection. Sure On "is Shining 
Night is the third movement of American composer Morten LauridsenÕs choral cycle, Nocturnes. 
Lauridsen was composer-in-residence of the Los Angeles Master Chorale from 1994 to 2001, and has 
been teaching composition at the University of Southern California !ornton School of Music for 
more than 40 years. He received the National Medal of Arts in 2007. 

!ere is no immediately obvious connection between AgeeÕs poem and the Christmas season; 
indeed, the impression is that the poetÕs musings are taking place at the opposite side of the year 
from our present-day northern hemisphere Yuletide celebration: ÒHigh summer holds the earth.Ó Yet 
as Ken Horner says on Allpoetry.com, ÒI imagine [AgeeÕs words and LauridsenÕs music] as the 
thoughts swimming through the minds of the shepherds in the "elds keeping watch the night Christ 
was born, when a star at the height of the eastern summer evening shone wonder above all others 
and led their way.Ó 

Mimi Stevens
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SOPRANO 
Nadina Anderson 
Vida Antolin-Jenkins 
Jennifer Anvari * 
Erin Barnett * 
Dianne Bodeen 
Samantha Calkins 
Sharon Collins 
Veronica Daigle 
Jenna Dawkins 
Diane Erbland 
Marfe Ferguson-Delano 
Tamara Goldner 
Jennifer Gotten 
Katie Grainey 
Rasneek Gujral *   
Nicole Gunawansa 
Ginger Hannums 
Carolyn Jackson 
Ginger Jacobson 
Margot Johnson 
Olivia Karr 
Kristin Kasper 
Mary Lehrer 
Katie McCoy 
Margaret McLaughlin 
Karen Minatelli * 
Ellienne Planchett 
Amanda Ridlington 
Pooja Seth 
Kerriann Shabanowitz 
Andrea Steinacker   
Alexandra Tanner * 
  
TENOR 
Johnny Beasley *   
Tom Burton 
Christopher Fish * 
Seth Hudson 
James Martin 
Alan Morris 
Brent Schultheis 
Troy Tanner *

ALTO 
Bridget Baker-White 
Anne Buckborough 
Katy Bu!ngton 
Patricia Burson 
Kaitlin Costello 
C" Crawford 
Heather Cruz 
Moni#ue Doussard 
Becky Grisso   
Lynn Hithe *   
Christina Juergens 
Janie Lee 
Maria McCall-Dorsey   
Claire McCaskill 
Kristina Meacham *   
Merrill Nelson 
Carol Proud$t 
Anne Simpson 
Mimi Stevens 
K.C. Sykora 
Stacy Tanner 
Sarah Wise   

BASS 
Michael Bianco * 
Rocky Ebener * 
Cli% Gay * 
Greg Gloor   
Joshua Heit   
Alex Knapp 
Terry Langendoen 
Eric Malley 
Pat Monroe-Duprey 
Je%rey Nickeson * 
David Pritzker * 
Jamie Shabanowitz 
Kevin Simpson 
Richard Simpson * 
Wallace Wason

* Pro Coro Alexandria member 
  Alexandria Choral Society board member
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Founded in 1970, the Alexandria Choral Society aspires to enhance the cultural life of the city of 
Alexandria and surrounding communities by presenting engaging musical programs at the highest 
artistic level. ACS ensembles consistently o!er meaningful and exciting musical experiences to both 
singers and audiences through diverse repertoire, education, community outreach, and performance 
excellence. 

Brian J. Isaac is currently the Artistic Director of the Alexandria Choral 
Society (Alexandria, VA), the Williamsburg Choral Guild (Williamsburg, 
VA), and the Church Circle Singers (Annapolis, MD). He has most recently 
held the positions of Assistant Conductor with the Washington Master 
Chorale in Washington, D.C., and Director of Choirs at Damascus High 
School in Damascus, MD. 

In 2013 the Damascus High School Chamber Singers were honored to 
perform, by invitation, at the prestigious Carnegie Hall as part of the 
Worldstrides Heritage Performance Program under the direction of Dr. 
Anton Armstrong. In 2015, the Chamber Singers made their National 
Presbyterian Church debut as a featured choir alongside the City Choir o" 
Washington during their winter performance Ò#e Holly & the Ivy.Ó In 
2016, BrianÕs advanced choir made their National City Christian Church 

debut, performing Ola GjeiloÕs Sunrise Mass with organist Stephen Kalnoske. In 2017 the DHS choirs 
performed, for a second time, at Carnegie Hall as part of the Worldstrides Heritage Performance program. 

#e Church Circle Singers, now in their third season, have been praised for their clean, focused choral 
sound and their adventurous programming. #eir music-mentor initiative, the Church Circle Young 
Singers, o!ers a uni$ue opportunity for talented high school choral students from Washington, D.C., 
Maryland, and Virginia to engage with the professional singers of CCS in an intensive rehearsal and 
performance process. 

In addition to conducting, Brian maintains an active professional singing schedule and has performed 
with organizations like the Virginia Symphony Orchestra, the Virginia Chorale, Opera Roanoke, the 
National Symphony Orchestra, and the Washington Master Chorale. 

Brian holds a Master of Music in Music Education from the Peabody Conservatory of the Johns Hopkins 
University. 

Described as ÒbrilliantÓ by the Pittsburgh Tribune, pianist Wei-Han Wu has 
performed in venues such as the Chicago Cultural Center, the Kennedy 
Center, Carnegie HallÕs Weill Recital Hall, and the DiMenna Center for 
Performing Arts in New York City. Committed to the performance and 
promotion of new music, Mr. Wu served as pianist for the Aspen 
Contemporary Ensemble (ACE), and is currently a member of the [Switch~ 
Ensemble], an ensemble dedicated to the performance of electroacoustic 
music. Mr. Wu was recently featured as pianist with the Pittsburgh New 
Music Ensemble, and guest soloist at the #ird Practice Festival at 
University of Richmond, as well as the 2017 New York City Electroacoustic 
Music Festival (NYCEMF). He has worked with composers such as John 
Adams, Lee Hyla, Steven Stucky, Osvaldo Golijov, Eric Wubbels, and John 
Harbison. 

As a vocal coach and accompanist, Mr. Wu has worked with artists such as Vinson Cole, Susanne Mentzer, 
and Nancy Gustafson. In 2009 he was a participant in the %rst Castleton Music Festival, by invitation of 
Maestro Lorin Maazel, to prepare the production of Benjamin BrittenÕs Be!arÕs Opera. In 2012Ð13 he was a 
fellow at the Tanglewood Music Center, where he worked closely with the vocal arts program. Most 
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recently, Mr. Wu was guest music director at University of Alabama and University of Colorado at 
Boulder, working with students for their opera productions. 

A member of Pi Kappa Lambda, Mr. Wu received his BachelorÕs degree from Northwestern University and 
MasterÕs degrees from both the University of Michigan and Northwestern. He is the recipient of the 
Distinguished Achievement Award from the Juilliard School, the Felicia Montealgre Fellowship from the 
Tanglewood Music Center, and the Collaborative Piano Fellowship from Bard College. He is the recipient 
of a double D.M.A. degree from the Eastman School of Music, where he served as president of OSSIA New 
Music and performs with the Musica Nova Ensemble. 

Harpist Nadia Pessoa has performed with the Washington Ballet, the Choral 
Arts Society o! Washington, the National Symphony Orchestra, and 
throughout the U.S., Canada, Europe, and China. "e recipient of awards 
from the National Society of Arts and Letters and the American Harp 
Society, Nadia holds degrees from Indiana University and the University of 
Michigan, and spent additional time studying in Vienna, Austria. Nadia 
recorded William BolcomÕs Songs of Innocence and Experience under Leonard 
Slatkin, which won four GRAMMY awards, including ÒBest Classical 
Album.Ó Nadia served as featured harpist for Arena StageÕs production of 
!e Fan"asticks and for the Choral Arts SocietyÕs performances of Benjamin 
BrittenÕs A Ceremony of Carols at the Kennedy Center in December of 2013. 
Nadia is also a member of the U.S. Army and is on the faculty at Howard 
University. Prior to moving to Washington, D.C., she served as acting 

principal in the Louisiana Philharmonic Orchestra in New Orleans. 

GrŽta Krist’n çsgeirsson is principal harpist of the U.S. Air Force Band 
based in Washington, D.C. Additionally, GrŽta serves as the principal harpist 
for the Lexington (Mass.) Symphony Orchestra and was previously the 
principal harpist of the Civic Orchestra of Chichago. She has two decades of 
orchestral experience performing with the Chicago Symphony, Iceland 
Symphony Orchestra, Portland (Maine) Symphony, Boston Ballet, American 
Pops Orchestra, and the Tanglewood Music Center orchestras. No stranger 
to performing a wide variety of music and styles, GrŽta made her Carnegie 
Hall debut with John Rutter and the New England Symphonic Ensemble 
and then toured Florida with Barry Manilow in 2011. GrŽta has been hailed 
as Òcrisp, con#dent, and soulfulÓ and a ÒwonderÓ in countless performances 
of DebussyÕs Danses SacrŽe et Pro#ane, HandelÕs Harp Concerto, MozartÕs Flute 
& Harp Concerto, RavelÕs Introduction et Allegro, and RodrigoÕs Concierto 

de Aranjuez. GrŽta holds a Bachelor of Music degree in Harp Performance from the Boston University 
College of Fine Arts, where she studied with Ann Hobson Pilot and Jessica Zhou. GrŽta also studied with 
Sarah Bullen, earning a Master of Music from the Chicago College of Performing Arts.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

David Pritzker & Mimi Stevens Honorary Members 
Anne Simpson Executive Director 

Facebook: Facebook.com/AlexandriaChoralSociety 

Twitter: @AlexChoral          Instagram: @AlexChoral 

AlexandriaChoralSociety.org 

!e Alexandria Choral Society wishes to express its appreciation to the following 
persons and organizations: 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church               Mimi Stevens 

And a big thank you to 

the Hermitage Northern Virginia

Alexandria 
CHORAL 
SOCIETY

PO Box 406 
Alexandria, VA 22313 
703.951.7849 
AlexandriaChoralSociety.org

Johnny Beasley 
Zach Byers

Becky Grisso 
Lynn Hithe 

Members At Large

Maria McCall Dorsey

Kristina Meacham President 
!! Norman Vice President 

Greg Gloor Treasurer 
Rasneek Gujral Secre!ary

Andrea Steinacker President Ex Of"icio 
Sarah Wise Director of Communications 

Joshua Heit Director of Fundraising
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!e Alexandria Choral Society thanks you for your generous support! 

If your name was inadvertently omitted or incorrectly listed, please advise us at AlexandriaChoralSociety@gmail.com.

EXECUTIVE CIRCLE 
($1,000Ð$4,999) 
Vida Antolin-Jenkins 
Joshua Heit 
Richard & Anne Simpson 
Mimi Stevens 
Virginia Commission for the Arts 

MA!OR BENEFACTOR 
($500Ð$999) 
Barbara Byers 
Cascades Photography 
Creations by Diane 
Rocky Ebener 
Catherine Flaatten 
Rebecca Grisso 
Brian Hak 
Maria McCall-Dorsey 
Kristina Meacham 
Emily Powell 
Andrea Steinacker 
Wear Ever Jewelry 

BENEFACTOR 
($200Ð$499) 
Jennifer Anvari 
Dianne Bodeen 
Patricia Burson 
Richard & Diann Buxton 
Zach Byers 
Keith Byers 
Comfort One Shoes 
Heather Cruz 
Garden Consult 
Cli!ord & Shirley Gay 
Greg Gloor 
Hardwood Artisans 
Haven Home Solutions 
Debrah Hoppe 
Linda & David Hudson 
Michelle Lassiter 
James Martin 
Margaret McLaughlin 
Potomac Kempo 
David Pritzker 
Carol Proud"t 
Datie Rogers 
Holly Santillo 

PATRON 
($100Ð$199) 
Stephen Ackert 
Trudy Beddrow 
Samantha Calkins 
Sharon Collins 
Charles Doherty

Marfe Ferguson 
Christopher Fish 
Alison Fitzgerald 
Ellen Folts 
Maryalice Giroux 
Katherine Grainey 
Virginia Hannums 
Jill Heit 
Lynn Hithe 
Imagination Stage 
Brian J. Isaac 
Charles & Patty Johnson 
Kiskadee 
DeWayne Lawrence 
Janie Lee 
J.W. Longacher 
Alan Morris 
Pohick Bay Golf Course 
Powerful Healing Arts 
Amanda Ridlington 
Dr. & Mrs. William Tanner 
Charles Woodward 
Emily Yarbrough 

DONOR 
($50Ð$99) 
Bridget Baker-White 
Michael Bianco 
Michael Boorstein 
Cienna Breen 
Anne Buckborough 
Barbara Burnett 
Colonial Alexandria 
Katilin Costello 
Gary Covington 
Edwin Crawford 
Katharina Dittmar 
Moni#ue Doussard 
Diane Erbland 
Flight Trampoline Park 
Phyllis Gonigam 
Laurel Goodell 
William & Jennifer Gotten 
Great Harvest Bakery 
Rasneek Gujral 
Michael Harrington 
Ashley Jordan 
D. Terence Langendoen 
Wayne Lehrer 
Laurie MacNamara 
Ashley Manning 
Darlene Martin 
Kelly Miskowski 
Mount Vernon 
Tracy Nielsen-Ne!

Travis Niles 
John Norman 
Karen Pagano 
Samuel Parks 
Dean Rust 
Brent Schultheis 
Pooja Seth 
Alexa Shelley 
Gilbert Wascak 

FRIEND 
($25Ð$49) 
Cynthia Bren 
Nathaniel Brunner 
Erin Cornette 
Kirsten Borman Dougherty 
Nancy Eddy 
John Fabros 
$omas Gatesman 
Lonnie Hulse 
Little $eatre of Alexandria 
Margaret Love 
Vell Rives 
Kay Sidahmed 
Lawrence Siebers 
Jennifer Smith 

SUPPORTER 
($5Ð$24) 
Sarah Alpanah 
Ramadan Caysever 
Bill Colosimo 
Emmett Crawford 
Elizabeth Everson 
Nicole Johnson 
Kathryn McCoy 
Laurie McNamara 
Kathleen OÕGrady 
Catherine Riley 
Mehul Seth 
Erin Sutherland 
Megan Turi 
Ella Wilcox



14                         SUPPORT 

5 0   f o r   5 0 
c   a   m   p   a   i   g   n 

In honor of our 50th anniversary season, ACS has launched 
the 50 for 50 Campaign for both our loyal supporters and new friends. 

!is program includes three tiers of suppor", all of whom 
will be graciously recognized in all ACS materials and at all concerts this season: 

C O N D U C T O R Õ S   C I R C L E 
Support ACS with a donation of $50 per month ($600 per year). 

Cienna Breen 
Zach Byers 
Joshua Heit 

Laurie MacNamara 
Kristina Meacham 

!! Norman & Samuel Parks 
Richard & Anne Simpson 

S O L O I S T Õ S   C I R C L E 
Support ACS with a donation of $50 per quarter ($200 per year). 

Rebecca Grisso 
Michelle Lassiter 

C H O R A L   C I R C L E 
Support ACS with a donation of $50 per year. 

S U P P O R T   A C S   W I T H   A   D O N A T I O N   T O D A Y ! 
a l e x a n d r i a c h o r a l s o c i e t y . o r g / 5 0 - f o r - 5 0 - c a m p a i g n



bachconsort.org | 202.429.2121

WASHINGTON BACH CONSORT
Dana Marsh, Artistic Director

THE CHRISTMAS STORY
BachÕs Epic Christmas Oratorio
Sunday, 12.22.19 | 4!00 P.M.

National Presbyterian Church 
4101 Nebraska Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20016 

Use code ACS20 for 20% o" 
regular price tickets! Elijah McCormac!, 

soprano
























